CIHM 
Microfiche 
Series 
(IVIonographs) 


ICMH 

Collection  de 
microfiches 
(monographies) 


Canadian  ln«>tifjte  for  Historical  Microredroductions/lnstitut  canadien  de  microreproductions  historiques 


©2000 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes  /  Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best  original 
copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this  copy  which 
may  be  bibliographically  unique,  which  may  alter  any  of 
the  images  in  the  reproduction,  or  which  may 
significantly  change  the  usual  method  of  filming  are 
checked  below. 

I    /I    Coloured  covers / 
L^   Couverture  de  couleur 


n 


n 
n 

D 
D 


D 


D 


Covers  damaged  / 
Couverture  endommag^e 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Couverture  restaur^e  et/ou  pellicul^e 

Covor  title  missing  /  Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps  /  Cartes  g^ographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)  / 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations  / 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material  / 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 

Only  edition  available  / 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion  along 
interior  margin  /  La  reliure  serr^e  peut  causer  de 
I'ombre  ou  de  la  distorsion  le  long  de  la  marge 
int^rieure. 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restorations  may  appear 
within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these  have  been 
omitted  from  filming  /  II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages 
blanches  ajout^es  lors  d'une  restauration 
apparaissent  dans  le  texte,  mais,  lorsque  cela  etait 
possible,  ces  pages  n'ont  pas  6t6  film6es. 

Additional  comments  / 
Commentaires  supplementaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire  qu'il  lui  a 
6\6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details  de  cet  exem- 
plaire qui  sont  peut-6tre  uniques  du  point  de  vue  bibli- 
ographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier  une  image  reproduite, 
ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une  modification  dans  la  m^tho- 
de  normale  de  filmage  sont  indiqu^s  ci-dessous. 

I I   Coloured  pages  /  Pages  de  couleur 

I I   Pages  damaged  /  Pages  endommag6es 


D 


Pages  restored  and/or  laminated  / 
Pages  restaur^es  et/ou  pellicul^es 


0   Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed  / 
Pages  d^olor^es,  tachet^es  ou  piqu^es 

I      I   Pages  detached  /  Pages  d6tach6es 

I  y[   Showthrough / Transparence 

F/l   Quality  of  print  varies  / 


n 


D 


Quality  indgale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material  / 
Comprend  du  materiel  suppl^mentaire 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata  slips, 
tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  totalement  ou 
partiellement  obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une 
pelure,  etc.,  ont  6t^  film^es  ^  nouveau  de  fapon  k 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 

Opposing  pages  with  varying  colouration  or 
discolourations  are  filmed  twice  tc  ensure  the  best 
possible  image  /  Les  pages  s'opposani  ayant  des 
colorations  variables  ou  des  decolorations  sont 
film^es  deux  fois  afin  d'obtenir  la  meilleure  image 
possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below  / 

Ce  document  est  film^  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqui  ci-dessous. 


lOx 

14x 

1P 

22x 

26x 

30x 

/ 

! 

12x 


16x 


20x 


24x 


28x 


32x 


The  copy  filmtd  hart  has  b««n  raproducad  thanks 
to  tha  ganarosity  of: 

National   Library  of  Canada 


L'axemplaira  filmA  fut  raproduit  grice  A  la 
g*n*rosit6  da: 

BibHoth£que  Rationale  du  Canada 


Tha  imagas  appaaring  hara  ara  tha  baat  quality 
possibia  considaring  tha  condition  and  tagibility 
of  tha  original  copy  and  in  kaaping  with  tha 
filming  contract  spacifications. 


Original  copias  in  printad  papar  covbra  ara  filmad 
baginning  with  tha  front  covar  and  anding  on 
tha  last  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impras- 
sion,  or  tha  back  covar  whan  appropriata.  All 
othor  original  copias  af  filmad  baginning  on  tha 
first  paga  with  a  printad  or  illuatratad  impras- 
aion.  and  anding  on  tha  last  paga  with  a  printad 
or  illuatratad  imprassion. 


Tha  laat  racordad  frama  on  aach  microficha 
shall  contain  tha  aymbol  ^^  (maaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  tha  svnbol  V  (maaning  "END"), 
whichovar  applias. 

Maps,  platas.  charts,  ate.  may  ba  filmad  at 
diffarant  raduction  ratios.  Thosa  too  larga  to  ba 
•ntiraly  includad  in  ona  axposura  ara  filmad 
baginning  in  tha  uppar  laft  hand  cornar,  laft  to 
right  and  top  to  bonom.  as  many  framas  as 
raquirad.  Tha  following  diagrams  illustrata  tha 
mathod: 


Las  imagas  suivantas  ont  ttt  raproduites  avec  la 
plus  grand  soin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nanat*  da  I'axamplaira  film*,  at  an 
conformity  avac  las  conditions  du  contrat  da 
tilmaga. 

Las  axamplairaa  originaux  dont  la  couvartura  an 
papiar  aat  imprim4a  sont  filmAs  9n  commanpant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarminant  soit  par  la 
darniAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'imprassion  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  la  second 
plat,  salon  la  caa.  Tous  las  autras  axamplaires 
originaux  sont  filmte  an  commanpant  par  la 
pramiAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'impraasion  ou  d'illustration  at  an  tarminant  par 
la  darniAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  talla 
amprainta. 

Un  das  symbolas  suivants  apparaitra  sur  la 
darniira  imaga  da  chaqua  microficha.  salon  la 
cas:  la  symbols  — ♦•  signifia  "A  SUIVRE".  la 
symbols  ▼  signifia  "FIN". 

Las  cartas,  planchas.  tableaux,  etc..  peuvent  etre 
filmAs  A  des  taux  da  reduction  diffArents. 
Lorsqua  la  document  est  trop  grand  pour  gtre 
reproduit  en  un  saui  ciichi.  il  est  film«  A  partir 
de  I'angle  supirieur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droite. 
et  de  haut  en  baa.  an  prenant  la  nombra 
d'imagea  nicessaira.  Las  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  m^thoda. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

MICROCOPY   RSSOIUTION   TKT   CHART 

(ANSIond  ISO  TEST  CHART  No    2i 


A  /APPLIED  IM/^GE     Inc 

^?  1653   East    Mom   Street 

~J  Rochester.   Ne*   York         14609       USA 

^Si  (716)   482  -  0300  -  Phone 

aSB  (716)   288  -  5989  -  F<j» 


s*- 


••  u  • 


^'-^i^^ 


V'.-  ■>-*^  ••-:>>  ■  '•  ■  '■  '•    'vA'     ,   -     t" 


'  '  ,    -'3*>  '  "'  V 


w-^V.-j   i.-- 


4,n.H::-:^..^H'x- 


'yf  ';«^£. 


>    ,,r-  ' 


.r  4. 


«..'■ 


'^4- 


\-  >' 


■>:"''       ■. 

> . 

^H>>-;  '■■■ 

<. 

;^^54v^v 

'■"i 

■   ■'",    '"  - 

'  ■''':-*^ 

".  -     ■  -i-.     '*' ,-f  J:-",  -  /       ■.,,■■    ■  ■  ■'>    1*-  r             ,■'.■'    "^  ■-*■  -■      ■■  ■..  /-  -J-      ■    '  ■   \  ''     ♦■ 

'*','     ~'.    -K   "''**,  A  ■  tj''      * **r "  '-'       "  ...                      '/.'     ''    'i   "H ■  ■  '  i-  t ^     *■ 

^                 ■■  '>.*  ■■    iit,'-      •    -'•  .  "■  '■      1  ■,-.       ■    *■    '.          ■;-      ■    "•  •'      '  ■  .   - 

■  -        "        -*v  t.  'i-'O   -       '  t  ■         f       ^     ■  '  •  ■     ■  ■     t      ■  <  ■  i.     '-i     -  '     '  ■  *■-  1'    • "     '  - 

■  '^               ' ,  --rf  •  -   -  ■  -•'-;    ■  •'  .'•-,'  »■  ■  ■•'•■-, '  ■  •  'V  -         v\        ■'"■  -I'f      >. 

■    ■.■■:';.,>  ':;^'-'-, -■;■  r-      ^;y   ^^'^  ■  -  ^^-  /i'' '-■' ''^f --^  "■     "      "■'-;.■<  a! 

.,;\,        ,.7'^    .-vi  •>.'■.  j;,  ■  "...j.'^  ;-.-.■'-; :,'9''' .    ,  ,■-,;'  ,.         ^'.  ■■'-■   ■  '^^  ,- -  ■  _■  ■  •    ■■■'■  '■■-;.  ."  'V-  ?  V.  V 


\  •■'''<  ^'  'SMK    V         :•!"--•'         ■;  ■'■        ^     ■■      ■  ■■'■        ■     ■-■''.     V'---.    "'■'■■'     ■'''■         if'--.     ■■■'-   ■■  »'^,«- .  Sffig^i^*'..   ,    ,■■        '1 


The  Jesus  of  History 


BEFOHE      THE 
BAB    OF    .    .    . 


Historical  Criticism. 


yM!^ 


—    BY    — 


PROFESSOR  ORMUZD. 


^w^ 


MOMTR£AL! 

Printed     for     the     Author- 

1911. 


ir  .'.■\6 


^7 


Gonlents. 


The   Bible   Canon 

The    Prophecies 

The   Meuiah         

The  Kingdom   of    lieavvn 

Tliu  Uod    of    Metaphysics 

liiittorii-al   Criticism        

JesuB  The  Son  of  David 

IJirth   And   Boyliood       

The  Sermon  On  The  Mount    . . 

Parables 

Jenun'    Mi«tnkc»   <if    lliHtory 

Nlco<li.>mu8. 

Mistaketi   of   Science 

Comparative       Religions 

The  Problem   Which  Religion   Must  Solve:— Is  There   . 
Moral    Ruler  In  The    Universe?         

The  Correct  View  of  Life  U  To  Unders-tand  l.uv. . 

Spiritualism  The  Basis  of  Every  True  Religion     . 

The  Mikado  Writes  King  George , 


Page. 

1) 
13 
lU 
It) 
23 
28 
.i2 
M 
42 
45 
4U 
oi 
lA 
02 

0(i 
71 
74 

7a 


'prologue. 


1  wish  to  make  a  clear  atatemcut  u(  the  motivei 
which  induced  me  to  ..rito  this  little  book.  Every- 
one is  prejudiced  more  or  less  in  favour  of  iiis  own 
opinion.  The  only  person  who  is  not  pn-judiced  n 
the  one  who  is  totally  ignorant.  It  may  sound  like  a 
paradox,  but  it  is  strictly  trre.  It  is  knowledge  that 
makes  us  all  prejudiced.  All  that  u  ^yone  can  do,  is 
to  put  his  opinions  to  the  most  crucial  te^t,  and  to  bo 
*ure  that  his  facts  are  right. 

But  another  factor  conus  into  play.  Our  preju- 
dices arc  very  often  in  proportion  to  our  desire  for  re- 
spectability. The  fear  of  ridicule  and  the  desire  to 
be  respectable,  and  to  side  with  the  majority,  affect 
the  judgment  of  most  people.  To  attend  religious 
seryicee  is  looked  upon  as  being  "good  form." 

Knowing  that  the  great  majority  of  men  are  not  in« 
Huenced  by  facts,  nor  by  arguments;  but  by  prejudices 
and  fear  of  ridicule  and  the  desire  for  respectablity,  I 
resolved  to  speak  plainly  to  state  the  facts  just  as  they 
are,  and  to  meet  the  prejudices  of  pride  and  respect- 
ability with  such  an  array  of  facts,  that  it  will  be  im- 
possible either  to  explain  them  away,  or  to  deny  them. 

Seeing  that  facts  and  arguments  have  been  buried 
beneath  three  hundred  years  of  ecclesiastical  pride  and 
prejudice,  seeing  that  every  appeal  to  reason  have  been 
in  vain,  seeing  that  truth  is  boldly  denied,  or  explain- 
ed away,  seeing  that  those  who  are  courageous  enough 
to  stand  up  for  the  new  light  which  is  beginning  to 
shine  now,  are  branded  as  cranks  and  theorists.       I 


s 


{liink  it  is  time  to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  and  beard 
the  lion  in  his  den.  Is  the  Jesus  of  the  Christian  Re- 
ligion a  God?  Do  the  facts  warrant  us  in  saying  so? 
'J^is  id  the  question  which  we  discuss  in  these  pages 

In  this  little  book,  1  have  not  tried  to  consort  the 
respectable  man  on  the  street;  nor  academic  prejudices, 
nor  professors,  nor  clei^ynien  with  big  salariee,  who 
have  their  own  interests  to  serve.  Such  people  will 
not  change  their  opinions  till  the  great  public  moves, 
nnd  then,  they  knew  it  all.  They  knew  that  the 
change  was  sure  to  come.  In  the  new  current  of  opin- 
ions they  will  still  be  found  on  the  side  of  rpsject- 
ability.  I  appeal  only  to  intelligent,  honest  and  open- 
minded  people.  I  reproach  myself  for  ono  thing  imly 
—that  I  did  not  see  the  truth,  and  speak  out  sooner 
than  1  did.  If  my  theories  of  Keligion  hcc-ome  re- 
frpeotablo,  I  may  probably  have  to  abandon  them  from 
natural  instincts.  I  will  then  be  away  off  in  unbeat- 
en tracks,  searching  for  new  truths.  Bespectability 
is  the  soil  upon  which  hypocrites  and  cowards  grow. 
No  love»  of  truth  can  flourish  in  the  hot-house  of  re- 
spectability. 

PROF.  ORMUZD. 

Montreal,  Feb.  1,  1911. 


Sparks  from  the  J/Linds  of 
Sreat  DyCen. 

"Grant  me  to  be  beautiful  in  the  inner  man,  and 
all  1  have  of  outward  things  to  be  at  \)e&ce  with  those 
within.  May  I  count  the  wise  man  only  rich.  And 
may  my  store  of  gold  be  sucli  as  none  but  the  good  can 
boar."' — The  Prayer  of  Socrates. 

"Science,  when  she  has  accomplished  all  her 
triumphs  in  her  own  or<lcr,  will,  when  the  time  comes, 
assist  in  building  up  a  creed  by  which  men  can  live. 
This  creed  must  be  in  harmony  with  our  intellectual 
conceptions  of  truth  and  mercy  and  justice."— The 
Kight  Hon.  John  Morley. 


"When  we  come  to  realize  that  lleligion  is  a  mat- 
ter of  human  duty,  and  when  we  realize  that  salvation 
consists  in  doing  our  duty  every  day  in  the  condition 
of  life  wherein  we  are  placed:  as  we'll  have  gained  a 
decided  step  forward  in  the  race  sot  before  us."— 
Jamos  Anthony  Froude. 


"The  Discoveries  of  ^n-oat  iiion  never  leave  us:  they 
are  immortal;  they  contsiin  those  eternal  truths  which 
survive  the  shocks  of  empires,  outlive  the  strugtrles  of 
rival  creeds  and  witness  the  decay  of  successive  reli- 
gions.'*—Henry  Thoe.  Buckle. 
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"The  Church  has  evor  been  a  cruel  and  lyiny  insti- 
tution, which  in  se.  king  lor  temporal  advantages,  ha^ 
perverted  and  distorted  true  Christian  doctrines. 
Christianity  has  ever  Immui  simply  a  pretext  for  lae 
Church."— Tolstoi. 


•* 


'•Sow  an  act  and  you  will  reap  a  habit;  sow  a  habit 
and  you  will  reap  a  character;  sow  a  character  and  you 
will  reaj)  a  destiny." — Hobbes. 

^       •*       ••» 

"They  must  find  it  hard  to  talve  truth  for  authority 
who  have  so  long  mistaken  authority  for  truth." — The 
Right  Hon.  John  Morley. 


s* 


<»       <» 


'"To  the  clergy  we  owe  the  respect  due  to  honest, 
hopeless,  helpless  inil>ecility .  There  is  something  ex- 
alted in  the  innocenre  of  their   feebla-mindedness." — 

Kuskin . 

<»       <»       ^ 

••'AVith  terrible  jolts  and  oscillations,  the  religious 
life  of  the  w*ld  has  run  down  the  ringing  grooves  of 
time."— Tyndall. 

<»  V*  <» 


"Words  «re   the  counters  of    wise    men,    but     the 
money  of  fools." — Hobbes. 
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CHAPTER    1. 


THE  BIBLE  CANON. 

When  a  boy,  1  was  taught  to  look  upon  the  Bible 
as  a  perfect  and  infallible  book.  It  wa6  then  the 
Bible,  the  whole  Bible,  and  nothing  but  the  Bible.  1 
then  looked  upon  the  Bible  as  Mohauunedans  look  up- 
on the  Koran,  or  as  Korean  Catholics  look  upon  the 
Church;  as  if  it  were  all  of  one  piece  and  every  word 
infallible,  a  talisman  in  fact  to  heal  the  spiritually 
sick.  But  this  view  of  the  Bible  has  given  way  before 
intelUgent  criticism;  for  scholars  now  know  that  the 
old  Bible  is  a  history  of  the  Jews,  written  by  th<an- 
selves,  containing  mythology  and  poetry  and  religion 
and  history;  that  the  first  fifteen  chapters  of  Genesis, 
lelling  about  the  origin  of  the  world  and  the  creation 
of  animal  life  and  the  Garden  of  Eden  story,  and  the 
flood,  are  copied  bodily  from  old  Chaldean  Mythology. 
In  the  British  Museum  are  -the  actual  tablets  in  brick, 
disentombed  from  the  old  Chaldean  Cities  of  Ur  and 
Niphur,  from  which  these  old  stories  in  Genesis  are 
copied.  We  now  know  that  the  Book  of  Genesis  wa* 
written  by  three  different  writers  at  periods  differin? 
more  than  600  years  apart,  and  that  these  differepv 
writings  were  at  a  later  period  edit<'d  and  put  to- 
gether after  the  return  of  the  captives  from  Babylon 
(by  Esra  and  Nehemiah).  The  Book,  instead  of  having 
been  written  by  Moses,  and  inspired  by  God  turns  out 
to  be  a  human  work,  full  of  mistakes  and  mythological 
stories,  supposed  to  have  l)oon  actual  historical  fact*. 
As  it  has  been  with  Genesis  so  has  it  been  with  all  the 
other  books  of  the  Old  Bible.  Historical  criticism 
has  laid  them  bare  and  taken  from  them  the  beautiful 
Tobe  of  inspiration!    It  is  now  admitted  by  every  in- 
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telligent  critir  that  the  Great   First  Cause,  the  moral 
and  intelligent  Governor  of  the  Universe  liad  no  more 
to  do  with  writing  the  Old  Bible  than  he  htid   to    do 
with  writing  the  Koran  or  the  teaching  of  the  "Bab." 
To  re-enthrone  the  Bible  in  the  minds  of  the  men  of 
'Am  generation  ia  as  impossible  as  to  restore  tb.c  Feud- 
al  System  in  Europe,  or  to  re-clothe  with    flesh     cho 
bones  of  the   aammoth  or  the  mastodon.       Infallible 
it  is  not;  bu   full  of  imperfections  it  is.       No  long.'v 
can  it  be  quoted  as  an  authority  to  settle  social  or  mor- 
al difficulties.       Clergymen  are  full  of  lamentations 
over  what  they  call  the  spread  of  scepticism  and  the 
indifference  of  the  rising  generation  to  the  religion  of 
their  forefathers.     A  revolution  has  set  in  which  has 
spread  further  than  most  of  us  tliink. 

Dr.  John  Henry  Newman,  in  an  able  article  per- 
ceiving the  difficulties  which  Trotestants  have  to  over- 
come in  holding  the  Bible  as  the  only  standard  of  ap- 
peal in  matters  of  faith,  says,  "How  do  you  know  that 
your  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God?  the  Book  itself  makes 
no  such  claim." 

The  word,  Bible,  was  first  used  by  St.  Chrysostom 
of  Constantinople  in  the  fourth  century,  and  was  ap- 
plied, not  to  our  Protestant  book,  but  to  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Bible,  which  contains  many  more  books  than 
ours.     We  will  give  our  readers,  in  as  short  a  space  as 
possible,  the  opinions  of  the  Fathers  of  the  old  Coun- 
cils on  the  merits  of  the  different  books  of  the  Bible . 
Clement  of  Alexandria  (born  A.I).  155),  who  was  con- 
temporary with,  and  had  epoken  to,  Polyoarp,  the  dis- 
ciple of  John,  includes  the  Shepherd  of  Hermes,  the 
Epistle  of  Barnabas  and  the  Apocalypse  of  Peter  am- 
ong the  inspired  books. 

Trenaeus.  Vorn  A.D.  120,  and  almost  cotemppraiy 
with  John,  omitted  from  the  list  of  what  in  his  time 
was  considered  the  inspired  books,— the  Epistle  to  the 
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Hebrews,  Jude,  3^t.  O.  and  tbe   taird  lilpiBtle    of 

John.  •    i-  „ 

Tertullian,  born  A.D.  160,  denies  the  mspration 

of  the  Hebrews,  Jude,  the  Shepherd  of  Hermes,  John 

II.  and  Peter  II.  ^  ^,     ^„^ 

Origen,  born  A.D.  186,  classes  James,  Jude    and 

John  III.  as  doubtful.  , 

These  are  the  oldest  of  the  Fathers,  and  they  W 
almost  cotemporary  with  the  .  Apostles .     ^hexr  opm- 
ion.  should  be  valuable,  a.  three  of  them  were  bishops 
and  leaders  of  the  thought  of  their  age.     Irenaeus  hy 
his  writings,  exercised  an    abiding   influonoe   on     ti.e 
early  Church.     He  appeals  to  tradition  as  an  authori- 
ty, and  ontonds  for  the  unity  of  the  Catl.ohc  Church 
Calvinists  <io  not  believe  in  tradition,  but  they  appeal 
to  "IJoasou"  and  by  '-Koason"  shall  they    be   a^dgcd. 
Oriuen  was  a  clear  thinker,  and  a  voluminous  writer, 
and  ho  made  a  special  study  of  the  doctrines  of   reli- 
gion      In  the  history  -of  the  early  Church  there  is  no 
name  nobler  than  his,  and  he  lived  not  far    from    its 
Bource.       Yet  he  classes  James  and   Jude    and    Joiin 
lit.  and   Peter  as  doubtful. 

The  Council  of  Hippo,  in  A.D.  393,  with  the  great 
St  Xujrnstine  at  their  head,  met  to  discuss  and  ar- 
range t!>e  Canon.  By  a  majority  of  votes  they  decid- 
ed  that  tlio  books  of  Wisdom  and  Eccles.astes.  of 
Tobias  and  Judith,  and  the  two  books  of  the  Macca- 
bees and  Baruck  and  Sophanias.  should  be  included  in 
the  inspired  Bible.  It  will  be  noticed  that  these  eiglit 
books  are  not  in  the  Protestant  Bible  of  King  James. 
The  Council  of  Carthage  met  four  years  afterwards 
and  confirmed  the  decision  of  the  Fathers  of  Hippo. 
This  Canon  authorized  by  the»?e  two  Councils  remain- 
ed  as  the  unalterable,  infallible  and  inspired  word  of 
jG»od  for  1200  years.  It  was  again  unanimously  con- 
firmed by  the  Holy  Council  of  Trent  in   A.D.    1546. 
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Jt  »«till  remains  in  the  Bible  of  the    Roman    Catholic 

Chnrch . 

When  Luther  left  the  Mother  Church  he  reviaed 
the  Jiible,  but  retained  nearly  all  the  books  which  the 
English  Protestants  call  Apocryphal  or  inferior,  such 
as  Tobias  and  Judith  and  the  MaccabeeB,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  book  of  Esther  and  the  Epistle  of  Janvei. 
When  the  divines  assembled  in  Westminster  in  the 
Reign  of  James  1.,  completed  their  work,  they  retain- 
ed many  of  the  books  which  the  old  Fathers  consid- 
ered as  doubtful,  and  rejected  many  of  the  books  which 
the  Fathers  considered  as  sacred.  They  discarded 
eipht  of  the  books  which  had  stood  as  inspired  and 
sacrtnl  for  1200  years. 

After  reviewing  the  above  facts  concerning  t.])0 
history  of  the  two  Bibles,  we  think  that  any  impartial 
student  will  conclude  with  us  that  the  Bible  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church  has  in  its  favour  the  opinions  of 
the  old  Fathers  and  the  old  Councils  of  Hippo  and 
Carthage.  If  inspiration  means  anything,  surely  they 
are  entitled  to  it.  Were  these  e-ght  books  which 
King  James'  Hevisers  threw  out  inspired  for  1200 
years  and  then  did  they  cease  to  be  inspired  at  the 
bidding  of  these  English  and  Scotch  Reviewers? 
There  are  many  religious  critics  to-day  who  tell  us  that 
they  ought  to  have  rejected  the  books  of  Deuteronomy, 
Judges,  Esther  and  Ciironicles  1-11.  Future  review- 
ers will  reject  these  also.  What  is  inspiration?  Can 
anyone  tell  us?  Theologians  have  evidently  thought 
that  whatever  it  is,  it  is  subjoct  to  iuiman  judgment 
and  revision.  We  may  well  ask  with  the  great  Car- 
dinal.— ^How  do  you  know  that  your  Bi1)le  is  the  Word 
of  God? — ^After  carefully  reading  the  history  of  its 
compilation,  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
book,  a»  it  stands,  otwes  its  origin  to  himian  judgment 
more  than  to  divine  guidance. 


18 


THE     PKOPHECIES: 

David,  when  he  was  prospering,  and   when     things 
were  going  his  way,  wrote:— "'1  have  kept  thi-  ways  of 
the  Lord,  1  waa    also   upright    before    him,    and    I 
kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity,  therefore   hath    the 
Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  riglitoousnew,— 
according  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  hath  he  recom- 
pensed me."    If  we  did  uot  know  David's  public  and 
private  life  we  might  be  induced  to   believe   that     the 
above  paalm  was  written  by  God;  but  we  want  better 
evidence  than  David's  own  words  to  make  us  believe 
that  God  prospered  him    because    he    was     so    good. 
There  is  none  of  the  morbid  sentimentality  of  Calvin- 
ism here— telling  us  about  man's  natural  vileness,  man 
"born  in  sin  and  shapen  in  iniquity,"  man  who  can  be 
saved  only  by  the  imputed  righteousness   of     Christ. 
David  evidently  thought  differently  from  John  Calvin 
on  this  theological  doctrine.       The  old  prophets  are 
continually  telling  us  that  "Uighteousness  tendeth  to 
life"  and  that  the  workers  of  Righteousness  would  have 
their  reward.       Good  conduct  brings  happiness,  and 
happiness  brings  eternal  life— is  the  burden    of     the 
psalms  written  by  David  and  the  writers  of  the  books 
of  Proverbs  and  the  Songs  of    Solomon.       Not     one 
word  is  heard  about  Luther's  Justification  by  Faith  and 
the  great  Atonement. 

A  few  hundred  years  after  this,  rude  shocks  of  war 
befell  Israel,  for  the  "Assyrians  came  down  like  a 
wolf  on  the  fold/'  and  disasters  and  troubles  overtook 
God's  people.  Four  hundred  years  have  intervened 
and  another  hand  now  writes  the  psalms,  though  they 
Hre  joined  together  for  us  in  one  book,  called  the 
Psalms  of  David.  "Where  is  the  promise,"  saith  this 
new  writer,  "which  thou  ©wearest  iinto  David  thoiu  hast 
abhorred  and  forsaken  thine  anointed."  "Thou  hast 
made    void    the    covenant    with    thy    servant"— and 
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-Where  are  tliy  former  loving  kindnesse*  which  tl.ju 
ewearest  unto  David  in  thy  trouth."      Many  of  the 
latter  psalms  are  written  in  this  disconsolate  strain,  lor 
they  were  written  during  the  decline   of   the   Jewish 
Kingdom.     Job,  writing  during  this  same  dark  tune, 
says:  "Wherefore  do  the  wicked  live,  become  old,  yea, 
and  mighty  in  power,  their  houses  are  safe  from  fear." 
Job  wonders  how  thia  could  be,  and  asks  the  question 
over  and  over  again,  but  never  answers  it.       David 
laid  down  the  rule  that  God  blessed  the  good  and  pun- 
ished the  wicked;  but  this  was  not  Job's  experience. 
The    two    contradictory     statements:     "righteousness 
tendeth  to  life"  and  "the  ungodly  prosper,"    are  left 
unanswered.     Theologians  have  not  answered  theiu  to 
the  preMJiit  day.     But  scholars  now  know  that  there 
are  laws  governing  this  world;— if  you  obey  them  you 
will  pro.^per,  if  you  disobey  them  you  will  fail,  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  you  are  good  or  bad.     If  you 
understand  the  laws  of  war  you  will  win  battles,  if  you 
understand  the  laws  of  business  you  will  make  money. 
God  does  not  interfere  with  his  own  laws.      The  book 
of  Ecclesiastes  which  was  written  by  "the  preacher" 
during  the  worst  period  of  Persian  Rule,    during   its 
end,  when  a  Persian  Governor  mled  in  Jerusalom  and 
taxes  were  heavy  and  resources  light  and  poverty  was 
eating  like  a  canker  into  the  heart  of  the  people— gives 
his  views  of  the  I^rd  who  rules  this  universe.       Ha 
is  resigned  to  the  evil  days  which  then  existed.     "The 
oppressed  have  no  comforter  and  on  the  side  of  the 
oporessors  there  was  power,  wherefore  I  pra'so  the  dead 
which  are  already  dead  more  than  the  living  which  are 
yet  alive";  and  again  he  says.  "All  things  came  alike  to 
all ;  there  is  one  event  to  the  righteous  and  the  wick- 
ed "     And  like  a  philosopher  he  advi.'scs  hia  friends: 
"Be  not  righteous  over-much,    neither    make    thyself 
over-wise,  why  shouldst  thou  destroy  thyself?"     Mala- 
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chi,  writing  during  these  same  »iul  times,  says,  "Every- 
one who  doeth  evil  is  good  in  the  eight  of  the  Lord, 
and  he  deligbteth  in  them;  where  is  the  God  of  Judg- 
ment; it  \a  vain  to  eerve  God,  and  what  profit  it    it 
that  one  serve  God."    What  a  change  from  the  time 
of  David.      God  was  good  to  David,  and  he  believed 
that  he  prospered  because  lie  was  a  good  man.     God 
was  hard  on  Israel,  in  the  time   of   Malachi  and    the 
preacher,  and  they  believed  that  this  calamity  came  up 
on  them,  not  because  they  wore  bad;  but  why  they  suf- 
fered they  did  not  know.     Each  looked  upon  God  from 
his  own  standpoint.    One  praised  Ilim  for  his  kindness, 
and  the  other  blamed  Him  for  His  callous  indifference. 
But  David  was  about  as  bad  a  man  as  these  bad  times 
produced;  cruel,  licentious  and  selfish.       Taking  these 
books  separately  and  understanding  the  separate  con- 
ditions under  which  they  were  written,  we  can  appre- 
ciate the  Bible  as  the  literature  of  the   Jews.       One 
writer  thought  that  righteousness  tended  to  happiness, 
and  the  other  thought  that  righteousness  was  not  re- 
warded.    Not  one  word  here  about  Calvinism  and  im- 
puted righteousness.       The  modern    liistorian    knows 
that  the  same  causes  led  to  the  downfall  of  the  Assy- 
rian the  Bablylonian  and  the  Jewish  Kingdoms;  they 
were  not  nations  in  the  sense  that  v.e  now  understand 
the  word;  they  were  merely  robbers   grown   rich    by 
phinder-^big  cities  grown  rich  and  great  by  destroying 
other  cities,  slaves  led  by  military  adventurers.     They 
all  fell  beneath  the  civilising  power  of  Rome.     Motl- 
ern  historians  know  that  God  rules  this  world  by  laws; 
the  good  ai  d  the  bad  alike  must  understand  these  laws 
or  suffer  the  consequences.       (^lod  does  not  interfere 
with  His  awn  laws,  nor  does  He  reward  the  righteous 
nor  punish  the  wicked  just  because  one  is    good    and 
the  other  bad.     The  old  prophets  did  not  understand 
this  God  of  Law,  and  this  accounts  for  so  many  con- 
tradictions in  the  Bible  prophecies. 
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THE    MESSIAH. 


But  there  ia  a  class  of  prophecies  about  which  we 
are  specially  concerned  when  writing  this  work;  they 
are  the  i)roi)hecie8  said  to  liave  been  written  about  the 
Messiah.     If  we  read  the  old  Bible  with  the  yiew  of 
iirding  wliat  the  prophets  said  about  the  Me8>*iah,  who 
was  to  come,  and  have  iiuiversal  dominion  given  Him, 
it  will  1h^  extremely  difficult  to  reconcile   the    Jewish 
Messiah  with  the  Jesus   of    History.       According    to 
them  He  was  to  come  with  power  and  glory  for  Hia 
attributes,  and  to  restore  the  Jewish  nation    to     the 
proud  position  which  it  occupied  in  the  days  of   Solo- 
mon and  David.     It  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  re- 
concile  the  references  made  by  the  writers  of  the  gos- 
pels to  Daniel  and  Isaiah  and  Malachi  and  Amos  with 
their  interpretation  of  them    as   applying    to    Jesus. 
The  prophets  themselves,  writing   when   the    ruin    of 
their  country  was  impending  and  some  of  them  when 
it  had  actually  taken  place,  when  the  Assyrians    had 
taken  the  ten  tribes  captives  and  the  Babylonians  were 
at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem— had  in  view  the  time  when 
the  Kingdom  of  David  would  aprain  be  restored  to  ita 
old  grandeur.     The  ])rophcsiod  Messiah  was  to  accom- 
plish this  by  foat  of  arms.     Isaiah  in  the  11th  chapter 
epeakins  about  this  coming  Messiah,  says:  "And  in  that 
.lay  there   shall  bo  a  root  of  .Tesso  which  shall  stand 
for  an  ensign  of  the  people,  to  it  shall  the    Gentiles 
seek  and  His  rest  shall  be  glorious.     And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  in  that  day  that  the  Lord  shall  set  His  biind 
a^ain  the  second  time  to  recover  the  remnant  of  His 
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people  whicJi  Bhull  W  loft  from  AB^yria  and  from  Egypt 
•nd  from  I'athoB  and  from  Cush,  and  from  Elam.  and 
from  Hhinar  and  from  Hamath  and  from  the  Ules  ol 
tiie  Sea       ...       And  thore  Bhull  be  an  hi«h  way 
for  the  ninnants  of  Ili»  |>eople  which  nhall  be  Mt  from 
Ai^yria  like  as  it  was  to  Israel  in  the  day  that  He  came 
out  from  the  land  of  Egypt."     Paul  applies  this  pro- 
phecy to  Jesus,  but  any  unbiased  render  of    the     lUh 
chapter  of  Isaiah  must  see  that  he  refers  to   a    time 
when  the  children  should  return  from  captivrty,  and 
he  imagines  somj  great  deliverer  and   conqueror   who 
should  do  this.       This  prophecy  might  refer  to  Cyrus, 
but  to  Jesus  it  could  not.       This  phopheoy  of  Isa.ah 
did  not  come  true,  for  from  the  time  of  the  Babylonian 
cTOtivity  .the  children  of  Israel  never  again  existed  as 
.n  independent  nation.       After  the  fall   of   Babylon 
they  became  subject  to  the  Persians,  then  to  the  Greeks 
and  in  the  end  to  the  Romans;  till  in  the  reign  of  Ha- 
drian they  were  expelled  f  rom  ihe  land  of  Judea  nev'^r 
to  return  again .     The  Jerws,  who  know  their  own  B.  .le 
beet   say  that  none  of  these  old  phophecies  about  the 
Mes'siah  apply  to  Jesus,  and  this  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  so  few  converts  are  made  among  the  Jews.        I  He 
old  prophet*  told  about  a  Alessiah  who  Phould  restore 
the  Kingdom  of  Judah  and  Israel  to  its  ancient  grand- 
eur under  David.     The  writer  of  the  book  of  Daniel 
wrote  during  the  close  of  the  Oreoian  period  or  per- 
haps later,  for  we  find  him  familiar  with  the  ideas  of 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as  tauc-ht  by  Plato  and  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  the  final  day  of  Judg- 
ment, ideas  which  the  old  Jewish  prophets  novor  dream- 
ed about.     This  old  writer,  whoever  he  was.   gives    a 
Tjictnre  of  another  Messiah  different  from  that  of  the 
old  Prophets.    He  tells  us  about,-"One  like  ,the  Son  ot 
Man  who  was  to  eome  in  the  clonds  of  Heaven  and  there 
was  given  unto  Him  dominion  and  glory  and  a  kmgdom 
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that  all  people!  and   natioM    ami    language*     should 
serve  Him  and  the  Kingdom  and  the  dominion  ahall  b« 
given  to  the  aainte  of  the  Most  High."    Thia  it  the 
Messiah  whom  Jesus  and  the  writers  o£  the  (jur  gos- 
pels liad  in  view,  and  thi*  is  the  quotation  ffom  Dan- 
lel  which  Jesus  refers  to  and  applies  to  }lin.self .     Hw 
disciples  believed  that  He  was  the  Messiah  wiio  vim  to 
restore  again  the  Kingdom  to  Israel.     And  even  after 
Hi£  death,  on  one  of  His  appearancea  to  them  in  mater- 
iuliscd  form,  we  lind  them  asking  Him  (Atts  1,  verse 
6) :  "When  they  were  therefore  come  together  they  ask- 
ed Him  saying,  Lord  wilt  thou  at  thU  tin\c  restore  again 
the  Kingdom  of  Israel?"      They  still    hoped    uguinst 
hope  that  the  ideal  Kingdom  which  he  so  often  told 
about,  where  the  saints  were  to  live,  reigned  over  by 
Jesus  upon  this  earth,  would  yet  eome  to  pass.     This  is 
the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  taken  from  the  book  of  Daniel 
which  John  the  Baptist  :   ophesied  about,  and  which 
Jesus  copied  from  John  a-d  applied  to  Himself. 
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THE  KINGDOM  OF  llEAVKN. 

Matthew  telU  us  that  this  Kingdom  would  bo  usher- 
ed in  bv  a  great  natural  cutH«trophe-Mat^hew   Ohap 
,4,  verJc  .'-"immediately  after  the    tr^bulatjon    of 
lie  day.  (the  destruction  ol  Jerusalem)  sluul  the  «UB 
be  darkened  and  the  moon  shall  not  g.ve  her  l.ght   and 
the  .tar.  Bhall  fall  from  Heaven,  and  the  !>•>*«"  «'^« 
.  Lveu.  .hall  be  shaken,  and  then  shal   ui>i>ear  the  B.gu 
of  ike  Sou  of  Man  in  Heaven."    Matthew's  .dea  about 
1  rehUion  of  the  earth  to  the  «un  wa.  a  very  ^de 
one,  and  hi.  idea  about  the    stars    was    cruder     nt  11  • 
Y.    urth.>dox  Presbyterians  and  Method>st«  read  tla, 
palge  in  Matthew  and  believe  that  it  was  wntten  by 
God    but  the  unfortunate  part  of  this    quotatvon   ^ 
.:  'm  tthew  quotes  it  as  having  been  spoken  by  Jesu. 
A  .hool  boy  of  the  preser.t  day  would  not  make    hx. 
bh,n.ler  which  the  Son  of  God  is  said  to  have  mad^^ 
But  another  strange  thing  about  th,s  quotahon  j.  h.U 
Isaiah  nmkes  thiB  same  catastrophe  happen  to  the  -on 
and  the  sun  and  the  stars  on  tho  day  when  Babvlon 
should  bo  destroyed  by  the  Medo.-lsa.ah,  chap^    13, 
verse    10. -And  Ezekiel    says    the    same  joni'^"^ 
Ss  are  to  happen  when  the  King  of  Bahj^on  .ha^^ 
destroy  Ej^pt.     Ezekiel,  chap.  32,  verse  7      And  Joel 
tells  u.  that  this  .ame  phenomenon  was  to  take  place 
when  Tvre  and  Sidon  should  fall.       Ev.dent  y  th«e 

old  prophets  had  a  great  deal  to  ^-^f  ""Vf  nCJe 
«d  m^h  nw>re  to  learn  about  the  Infinite  Intelhgence 
who  governs  millions  nf  worlds  by  l-'^"  ^u.t  and  mex- 
Table  la^B,  hut  law.  *hat  are  not  turned  aside  by  the 
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rantmgs  of  prophets  and  prieste  and  prelates.      Jesus 
died  and  left  this  earth,  but  the  anticipations  of  his 
diwjiples  about  His  Kingdom  were  not  fulfilled.     This 
second  Kingdom,  where  the  saints  were  to  live  in  peace 
and  comfort  on  this  earth  did  not  materialize.     They 
were  disappointed  and  disconsolate,  and  did  not  know 
what  to  do .     But  Paul  came  to  the  rescue :  he  paid  tJiat 
tney  were  all  mistaken  about  this  Kingdom.     It  was 
not  a  material  Kingdom  that  was  meant,  but  a  spiritu- 
al Kingdom .     Jesus  was  the  promised  Messiah  alright, 
as  foretold  by  the  prophets;  He  was  to  reign  upon  tais 
earth  over  His  saints,  and  have  full  power  and  glory, 
but  this  kingdom  was  to  be  only  after  His  death.     The 
sainte  should  all  rise  from  their  graves    and    receive  , 
glorified  bodies,  and  those  who  were  alive  when  this 
great  change  would  come  were  to  be  instantly  changed 
into  glorified  beings,  and  the  earth  was  to  be  made  ready 
for  this  great  change,  and  all  this  was  to  come  immedi- 
ately.    They  were  to  eKi>ect  it  at  any  moment;  it  would 
not  l)c  later  than  the  generation  then  living.       This 
was  Paul's  solution  of  the  Messiah  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.    He  tells  this  in  the  ir>th  chap,  to  the  Corinth- 
ians, and  repeats  the  same  thing  in  his  4th  chap,  to  the 
Thcssalonians.  The  Church  of  Corinth  wroite  him  about 
this  new  Kingdom  and  asked  when  the  change  was  to 
come  and  how  their  bo<lies  were  to  be  changed  into  new 
bodies;  and  he  answers  them  on  these  points,  in  tliis 
15th  letter.      We  have  now  reviewed  briefly  these  three 
Kingdoms;  first  the  restored  Kingrlom  of  Israel  as  fore- 
told by  the  old  prophets;  this  Kingdom  did  not  mater- 
ialize, and  is  not  likely  to,  as  no  .sion  of  David  will  ever 
again  rule  in  Palestine  with  the  same  eclat  .is  his  old 
progenitors,   David   and   Solomon.       It  is   impossible 
now  to  trace  the  genealogical  line  of  any  son  of  David. 
Next  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  and  His  DisaLples  ;wihich 
was  to  be  on  this  earth,  as   the   disciples    understood 
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from  JesuB  and  which  was  to  be  the  fulfUlment  of  the 
Kingdom  lof  the  prophet  Daniel.     What  Jesun'  view 
of  this  Kingdom  was,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  out, 
as  He  never  anawered  any  question  directly,  but  gpoke 
only  in  metaphors.     But  that  he  led  His  disciples  to 
believe  that  it  was  to  be  a  real  Kingdom  on  this  earth 
la  clear  from  what  the  Gospel  writers  tell  us.      Next 
ihe  Kingdom  of  Paul,  the  spiritual  Kingdom  upon  thia 
earth  where  everything  was  to  be  changed  from  mater- 
ial into  spiritual  substances.     Paul  was  straightforward 
and  honest,  and  told  us  all  he  knew  about  this  King- 
dom.    It  did  not  materialize,  for  this  old  world  is  still 
going  on  in  its  old  way  full  of  crime  and  misery,  child 
labour  and  poverty  in  the  slums,  and   sensuality    and 
■elfishness  among  the  higher  classes.     The  rich  grind- 
ing the  faces  of  the  poor  and  the  poor  hitting  hack  at 
the  rich,  just  a^  in  the  days  of  Isaiah.     The  Christian 
Church  for  the  first  200  years  was  full  of  the  idea  that 
th.is  world  was  coming  to  an    end   immediately,    that 
Jesus  was  coming  to  reign  upon  this  earth,  and    that 
everyone  who  was  fortunate  enough  to  get   on   board 
would  be  happy.       That  Isaiah  was  wrong,  and  that 
John  the  Baptist  was  wrong,  and  that  Jesus  was  wrong, 
and  that  Paul  was  wrong,  we  now  know;  for  this  grana 
old  world  continues  to  swing  along  her  orbit  as  she  did 
for  millions  of  years,  little  caring  how  the  animals  who 
feed  upon  her  breasts  are  getting  along.     For  the  last 
1900  years  "civilisations  and  religions,  like  waves  hn  o 
broken  upon  the.  beaches  of  times,  episodes  in  material 
and  intellectual  progress."      Isaiahs  and  Cbrists  and 
Babs  rise  and  fall,  but  she,  making  her  19  miles  a  sec- 
ond, has  managed  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  stars 
and  the  sun  and  the  moon,  and  is  likely  to  do  so  for 
millions  of  years  yet. 

But  there  was  another  kingdom  which  we  must  not 
forget  to  mention,  a  kingdom  which  neither  Jeremiah 
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nor  Jesua  iw)r  I'ajil  seemed  to  have  foreseen,  and  which 
they  did  not  propliesy  about;  it  was  called   the   Holy 
Koman  Kingdom.     During  what  we  call  the  dark  ages, 
from  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Fjnpire  to  the  Reformation 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  its  power  was  snpreme;  and 
even  in  modern  times  its  influence  is  still   felt    when 
ignorance  and  superstition  are  to  bo  upheld.         It  re- 
tarded the  material  progress  of  the  world    for     1800 
years,  and  reduced  to  intelleitual  slavery  every  nation 
and  kingdom  and  people  who  believed  in  it.       During 
its  sway,  the  brightest  intellects  of  every  nation  spent 
their  time  acquiring  what  did  not  deserve  the  name  of 
knowledge,  discussing  questions  which  had  no  bearing 
on  i\\k  world,  nor  upon  the  next.       This  is  the  direct 
hcir-at-l:>.w  to  Paul's  epicene  Kingdom,    half    natural 
and  h: ' .  spiritual,  which  he  so  elaboraitely  tried  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Coriathians  in  his  celebrated  15th  chapter. 
No  calamity  has  ever  befallen  the  human  race  equal  to 
the  calamity  which  this  Holy  Roman  Kingdom  of  Paul's 
brought  upon  it.     Oceans  of  innocent  blood  were  shed 
by  it:   it  trampled  upon  every    instinct,    human     and 
divine.       It   opposed  every  step  of    progress     which 
science  or  literature  had  laboured  to  achieve.     It  ruled 
this  world  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  it  claimed  the  keys 
to  the  Grates  of  the  world  of  spirits.     Jesus  is  directly 
responsible  for  this  incubus  which  attempted  to  throt- 
tle humanity  in  its  cradle. 
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THE    GOD    OF    METAPHYSICS. 


The  Eternal  Jehovah, — who  is  he?  Those  who  be- 
lieve in  abstruse  reasoning  and  discourse  eo  fluently 
about  "existence"  and  "essence"  and  "being"  and 
"subject"  and  "object,"  are  men  who  ibewilder  but  nev- 
er enlighten  us,  men  who  have  never  seriously  asked 
themselves  the  question,  what  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"Being"  really  is,  nor  have  they  ever  studied  philology 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  this  word.  We  know 
that  the  abstract  comes  from  the  concrete,  and  to  un- 
derstand the  real  meaning  of  abstract  terms  we  must 
trace  them  back  to  their  concrete  origin.  The  old 
Latin  phrase  is  still  true,  "Abstracta  ex  Concreta." 
Perhaps  this  abstract  "Being,"  this  "Eternal."  this 
"Jehovah"  has  been  formed  out  of  pome  concrete  word, 
which  had  a  meaning  to  the  old  men  who  once  lived 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Theologians  tell  us 
that  this  mystic  word,  "Being,"  "Existence,"  "Jehovah,"' 
"God,"  are  words  which  have  dropped  out  of  the  heav- 
ens, words  which  -common  people  cannot  understand,  but 
which  for  them  are  a  talisman  to  ronjuro  with.  Thoolo- 
gians  drive  us  to  despair,  so  from  them  we  turn  to  tho 
philologist,  and  we  find  that  the  old  Greek  verb  "E'mi," 
"cis,"  "osti,"  meaning,  "I  am,  Thou  art.  He  is,"  is  de- 
rived from  the  old  Sanscrit  word  "as-u-s,"  meaning 
"to  breathe,"  "to  live,"  so  o'lr  English  word  "Being" 
comes  from  the  old  SafHcrit  word  which  means  to 
"breathe,"  "to  live."  "to  exist."  The  word  "es- 
sence,"  which  appears  so  prominently  in  our  1*ln!?ll8h 
litnTgy  as  someth-ng  mystic,  something  belongiiur  tn 
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God,  really  means  "to  breathe,"  "to  live,"  and  was  so 
understood  by  our  oM  Aryan  aacedtors.  And  as  we 
dig  deeper  into  our  stud)  of  philology  we  lind  that  the 
Latin  word  "fui"  and  tht^  English  word  "future"  come 
from  the  Greek  word  "IMiuo,"  which  itself  conies  from 
the  Sanscrit  "Bhu,"  meaning  "1  beget,"  "1  grow,"  all 
of  which  liave  the  same  meaning  and  root  a^i  the  Kng- 
lish  word  "be,"  from  which  comes  •"being."  So  that 
our  English  word  "is,"  or  "essence,"'  tiomes  from  the 
old  Sanscrit  word  "as"  meaning  to  breathe,  and  our 
word  "be"  comes  from  the  old  Sanscrit  word  "bhu," 
meaning  to  grow.  So  by  turning  from  theology,  which 
tries  to  confuse  us,  to  philology,  wo  lind  that  the  mean- 
ing of  all  these  mystic  words — "essence,"  "existence," 
"eternal,"  "being,"  etc.,  etc. — come  from  the  old  San- 
scrit words,  "to  grow,"  "to  breathe,"  "to  live."  How 
simple  everything  is  when  we  take  the  trouble  to  un- 
derstand it;  mysteries  are  the  simplest  things  when 
we  try  to  know  them.  Onr  old  Sanscrit  forefathers 
worshipped  their  ancestors,  and  they  wore  actual  liv- 
ing personalities  to  them,  and  from  this  ancestor  wor- 
ship oomes  our  "Jehovah"  and  our  "God."  It  will 
take  a  long  time  for  my  Christian  friends  to  imclerstand 
these  truths;  but  understand  them  thoy  must,  sooner 
or  later. 

When  the  Church  of  England  priests  tell  us  that 
God  is  present  in  the  Bread  and  Wine  in  "essence" 
though  not  in  substanoo.  tlioy  are  deceiving  themselves 
and  their  hearers,  for  the  essence  of  a  thing  is  its  sub- 
stance, and  the  substance  of  a  thing  is  its  ef?8enco. 
Matter  is  made  up  of  atoms,  atoms  resolve  themselves 
into  ions,  and  ions  fade  into  ether ;  there  is  no  dividing 
line  between  essence  and  substance  in  nature.  Science 
kn  Jws  nothing  about  this  word  ejjsence,  which  theolo- 
gians make  so  much  of.  But  theologians  do  not  preach 
to  men  who  are  learned  in  science,  but  only  to  ignor- 
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ant  business  men.  and  simple-  minded  women,  and  me- 
chanics and  farmers.  They  juggle  w'th  words,  and 
cross  the  grim  abyss  of  things  upon  wordy  bridges. 
More  and  more  men  will  free  themselves  from  this  God 
of  metaphysics,  this  personal  God  of  "essence"  and 
"substance." 

Consubstantial  with  the  father  is  a  term  ai»plied  by 
theologians  to  Jesus;  this  word  has  nu  real  meaning  to 
clear  thinkers,  and  can  only  be  used  by  metaphysical 
loving  preachers,  by  men  who  wish  to  deceive  their 
hearers  by  meaning-lesis  words.  The  hoUowness  of 
such  phrases  strike  us  when  we  appeal  from  metaphy- 
sics to  philology  and  science.  The  God  of  miracleR  is 
passing  away,  and  the  God  of  metaphysics,  with  it« 
"being"  and  its  "essence"  is  also  fading  from  our  view. 

When  we  begin  to  understand  that  everything  in  this 
world  must  act  according  to  its  law,  and  that  there  is 
no  interference  with  law;  that  magnetic  healing  and 
faith  cures  are  all  within  the  order  of  nature,  we  shall 
have  arrived  at  a  correct  estimate  of  the  forces  which 
nnderlie  this  material  universe.  The  God  of  Love 
who  interferes  with  his  own  laws,  and  is  subject  to  ithe 
command  of  priests  and  prelates  is  ui>thinkablo  to  in- 
telligent men.  The  keys  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven 
have  been  taken  away  from  St.  Peter  and  given  over 
to  the  scientists  and  spiritualists.  A  great  deal  of 
misunderstanding  has  come  into  rel'gious  thousrht  by 
the  -wrong  meaning  which  has  been  given  to  words; 
sometimes  they  are  used  in  a  rigid  and  Pxod  sense,  as 
if  we  could  define  and  understand  their  full  mcaniTij?. 
The  word  God  is  at  the  root  of  all  our  religious 
difficulties;  in  its  strictest  sen-^e  it  means  "brilliant" 
and  "shining,"  being  of  Aryan  CTtraction.  As  our 
Aryan  forefathers  were  sun  worshippers,  no  doubt  this 
wna  ita  exact  meaning  to  them,  but  we  -^ow  use  it  a<«  if 
rt  were  synonymona  with  the  word  "good'*;  and  in  thi§ 
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that  men  knew  or  could  know.  Theologians,  alwayb 
wishing  to  be  exact  and  precise  in  dogmas  and  defini- 
tions, tell  us  that  the  word  "God"  means  a  person,  an 
infinite  and  eternal  substance,  the  great  first  cause,  the 
moral  and  the  intelligent  governor  of  the  universe,  and 
they  have  increased  our  difficulties  by  making  Jesus 
tonsubstantial  with  Him,  and  tlie  Holy  (ihost  in  some 
way  allied  to  both  of  them. 

No  one  can  say  it  is  admittedly  certain  that  there 
IS  a  personal  First  Cause,  the  moral  and  intoUigent 
governor  of  the  universe,  for  history  does  not  allow 
us  to  say  this;  but  we  know  that  all  things  hive  what 
may  be  called  a  law  of  their  being,  and  they  tend  to 
fulfill  this  law.  Whether  we  may  call  this  God  or  not 
is  a  matter  of  choice,  Imt  a  scientific  definition  of  God 
it  is  not.  To  obey  G-od's  will  is  to  obey  the  laws  of 
the  universe,  material,  intellectual  and  moral;  iwhen 
one  is  fulfilling  this  law  of  His  being  he  is  working  to- 
wards happiness,  and  is  therefore  pleasing  God;  when 
he  is  disobeying  this  law  he  is  working  against  hia 
best  interests;  more  than  this  we  do  not  know.  Ee- 
ligion,  as  theologians  try  to  explain  it  to  us,  is  in  some 
w.iy  connected  with  our  correct  ideas  about  the  God- 
head, and  the  Sonship,  and  the  Holy  Gho«i,  nnd  also 
a  correct  understandin;,'  of  Jesus — who  he  was,  and 
what  he  did.  To  try  and  understand  these  personali- 
ties, or  to  have  faith  in  them  without  understanding 
them,  ip  the  Imsis  of  the  Christian  relij?ion,  but  we  be- 
)  fve  that  a  correct  knowledge  of  them  is  impossible. 

We  think  that  duty  is  the  object  of  religion;  it  is 
the  simplest  thing  to  understand  but,  as  reigards  the 
seeing  of  it,  the  very  hardest.  Matthew  Arnold  says* 
"And  so,  when  we  ask  what  is  the  object  of  religion, 
let  us  reply,  'conduct,'  and  when  we  ask  further  what 
Conduct   is,    let  us    answer,    threc-fourthfl   of    life.*' 
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Theologiam  tell  m  that  this  ii  Morality,  and  not  Be- 
li^on;  morality,  ethioa,  conduct,  being  carefully  separ- 
ated from  religion  by  them.  To  belieTO  in  Qod  the 
Father,  God  the  Son,  and  Qod  the  Holy  Ghost  is,  ac- 
cording to  them,  Religion;  to  deal  honestly  with  your 
neiglibour  is  morality.  But  we  answer  that  the  pro- 
positions about  the  Godhead  are  theoretical  proposi- 
tions; those  about  conduct  are  practical.  True  reli- 
gion miglit  be  defined  as  "morality  touched  by  emo- 
tion," and  this  inspiration  of  morality  may  be  called 
"righteousness."  The  correct  ideas  of  religion  should 
not  be  mixed  up  with  theoretical  questions  about  God 
or  Jesus  or  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  law  of  conduct  ii 
reoognised  by  all  nations;  it  is  the  biisis  on  which  So- 
ciety rests;  it  is  in  accord  with  natural  and  spiritual 
lawp.  The  Trinity  of  theologians  is  an  invention  of 
the  Christian  Fathers  of  the  fourth  century. 
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HISTOHICAL   OKITICISM. 

In  trying  to  underit«nd  Jesui  and  Hia  works,  we 
must  realize  that  the  aocounta  of  their  timet  which 
early  writera  have  left  na  are  coloured  by  their  own 
opinionu,  and  it  is  difficult  to  reproduce  the  past  so  at 
to  guard  against  the  prejudices  which  governed  those 
writers.  They  give  us  a  picture  of  how  they  saw  ev- 
ents, and  this  picture  is  coloured  by  their  national  pre- 
judices and  their  own  point  of  view.  To  bclif^ve  that 
the  dead  rose  from  their  graves  and  went  into  Jerusa- 
lem and  appeared  to  many  does  not  trouble  the  writer 
of  the  book  of  Matthew.  He  believed  this  story  with- 
out making  very  much  enquiry.  Had  he  gone  into 
Jenisalem  and  tried  to  find  any  person  who  had  seen 
one  of  these  dead  men  walk  the  streets,  he  might  have 
changed  his  opinion.  That  Jesus  was  John  the  Bap- 
tist risen  from  the  dead  seemed  to  Herod  quite  pos- 
eiblp  Tn  dealing  with  statements  written  in  those 
times  we  must  be  careful  what  to  believe:  but  whether 
they  be  true  or  not,  they  formed  the  tiasae  out  of 
Vkhich  the  Christian  Church  was  developed.  The  wri- 
ters of  the  Gospels  believed  that  what  they  wrote  was 
true,  and  in  after  times  their  writings  were  supple- 
mented by  others  who  thought  that  they  had  not  writ- 
ten enough.  If  we  could  tell  wh>>t  the  original  wri- 
ters  have  written,  our  task  would  not  be  so  difficult. 
That  Jesus  had  the  power  of  curing  the  sick,  we  can 
readily  believe,  as  this  power  is  common  to-day,  and 
has  always  existed  among  men.  That  mnoh  has  been 
exaggerated  we  believe;  that  He  was  a  person  of  won- 
derful personality  and  power  of  impressing  his  ideas  on 
others  is  also  true.  In  these  modern  days  there  is 
a  desire  among  students  to  get  back  to  the  Jesus  of 
history,  a  desire  to  understand  him  as  he  lived  and 
taught  among  his  own  people  in  Galilee  1900  years  ago 
and  a  desire  to  know  him  as  a  teacher  of  many  new  and 
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•trangu  doctrines.  Hwtoriaus  are  endeaTouring  to 
free  him  from  the  halo  with  which  ecclesiastical  tradi- 
tioms  have  surroundod  his  lile,  to  spell  out  the  !•* 
facts  iwhich  are  knoim  about  him,  and  to  give  us  hi* 
protrait,  as  He  stood  before  the  world  strong  in  lui 
convictions  of  truth  as  He  understood  the  truth. 

There  is  very  little  known  about  his  boyhood,  but 
this  miafortune  has  been  the  fate  of  all  the  great  men 
of  olden  times.  Plutarch,  in  his  lives  of  Grecian  and 
Koman  heroes,  never  mentions  anything  aibout  their 
younger  days;  Caesar's  boyhood  is  a  blank,  so  is  that 
oi  all  the  other  heroes  of  ancient  times.  This  wai 
the  custom  of  those  who  wrote  history  in  that  age,  and 
Matthew  and  Mark  followed  the  custom  of  their  time. 
When  we  read  the  best  Greek  and  Koman  historians, 
such  as  Thucydides  and  Tacitus  and  Livy,  we  find  their 
histories  full  of  what  may  be  called  the  super-normal; 
that  ifi,  wonderful  portents,  and  supernatural  events. 
But,  though  we  accept  their  main  events  of  history  as 
correct,  we  cut  out  all  the  supernormal  as  unreliable 
and  unworthy  of  credit.  Still,  I  believe  that  the  elab- 
orate researches  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research 
wfll  compel  us  to  restore  many  of  the  strange  events 
which  we  have  hastily  discarded.  Thucydides  and 
Tacitus  were  far  abler  historians  than  the  writers  of 
the  Four  Gospels;  they  were  men  of  culture  and  educa- 
tion and  a  wide  experience  of  the  world,  and  they  lived 
in  the  golden  age  of  the  literature  of  their  day.  They 
both  stand  out  not  only  as  among  the  greatest  his- 
torians of  their  own  age,  but  of  any  age.  Any  honest 
critic  of  history  must  apply  to  Matthew  and  Mark  the 
same  canon  of  criticism  as  he  applies  to  Tacitus  or 
Thucydides.  We  must  cut  out  the  supernormal  when 
it  is  contrary  to  psychic  law  and  the  latest  researches 
of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Research. 

When  Herodotus  tells  us  that  at  the  battle  of  Sal- 
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aiiiifi  thu  goddeae  Athene  appeared  to  the  Greek  sail- 
uri  and  standing  on  the  prow  of  the  ship  said — "Uood 
louls,  how  long  will  ye    keep  backing?"    And  again 

he  telL  us,  "that  the  whole  Greek  fleet  saw  her."  We 
do  not  believe  this  incident,  though  Herodotiu  wai 
perfectly  honest  in  writing  it.  The  writer  of  the  Acta 
says,  that  when  Stephen  was  killed,  "He  looked  up  to 
Jieavcn  and  saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  .lesna  standing 
on  the  right  hand  of  God."  That,  says  the  Protestant 
historian,  is  solid  fact.  When  St.  Frutuosis  suffered 
martyrdom  the  Christian  servants  of  the  Uoman  Gov- 
ernor saw  the  Heavens  open  and  the  saint  and  hi?  dea- 
con,  EulogiuB,  carried  up  to  Heaven  with  crowns  on 
their  hoads.  That,  says  the  Protestant  historian  it 
imprwtnre  or  illusion.  The  Catholic  historian  snys  that 
it  is  solid  fact.  Paul,  on  his  way  to  Damascus,  heard 
the  voico  of  Jesus,  saying,  "Saul,  Saul,  why  persecute 4 
thou  me?"  That,  says  the  Protestant  historian,  is  so- 
lid fact.  The  companions  of  St.  Thosmas  Aquinas 
heard  a  voice  from  the  cricufix  saying  to  the  praying 
saint.  "Thou  hast  written  well  of  me  Thomas;  what  re- 
compense dost  thou  desire?"  That,  says  the  Protest- 
ant historian,  is  imposture.  It  was  said  that  during 
the  battle  of  Leuctra  the  gates  of  Heracleum  at  Thebes 
suddenly  opened  and  the  armour  of  Herculei<»  vanished 
from  the  Temple  to  enable  the  gods  to  take  part  with 
the  Thebans  in  the  battle.  This  is  imposture,  says 
the  Protestant  historian.  But  we  are  askod  to  believe 
that  the  walls  of  .Tericho  fell  down  at  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet  of  Joshua.  This  is  fact,  says  the  theologian. 
Yet  Greece,  in  the  days  of  Epaminondas,  was  a  cultivat- 
ed society,  and  the  Jews  in  the  days  of  Joshua  were  a 
rude  and  ignorant  people  Paul  declares  his  belief  that 
Jesus  rose  again  from  the  dead,  and  was  seen  of  Cephas, 
then  of  the  twelve:  after  that  he  was  seen  of  about  400 
brethren  at  once.     This  statement  is  true,  says  the  Pro- 
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teatant  historUn,  but  the  etati>ment  Uut  the  wbolo 
Greek  fleet  saw  the  goddeM  Atheiie  is  false;  yot  Panl 
would  have  had  no  meDtal  difficulty  in  belieTing  that 
Athene  appeared  to  the  whole  Greek  fleet;  aa  this  waa 
the  mental  atmoaphere  of  the  JewB  of  his  time .  When 
Herod  heard  that  Jesus  was  doing  miracles  and  healing 
the  sick,  he  at  once  said  that  ''ohn  the  Baptist  was  ris- 
en from  the  dead,  or  Elias  or  one  of  the  old  prophets; 
and  Herod  was  a  man  of  wide  experience  and  far  above 
the  average  of  his  time  in  intelligence  After  the  cnici- 
flxion,  Matthew  tells  us  that  many  of  the  bodies  of  the 
saints  arose  and  went  into  Juriisalcm  and  appeared  uu- 
to  many.  He  tells  this  wonderful  event  as  if  it  was 
nothing  strange,  and  those  who  heard  him  would  be- 
lieve this  story  as  easily  as  they  would  believe  any  or- 
dinary event.  Historians  who  nairato  suoh  storieB  us 
these  as  solid  facts  are  men  whose  fa^-ts  must  be  sifted 
carefully . 

The  age  in  which  they  lived  was  an  age  when  the 
moic  wonderful  a  story  was,  the  more  readily  was  it 
believed.  Protestants  tell  us  that  these  stories  are  true; 
for  such  Protestants  we  feel  sorry,  as  they  are  stabbing 
true  religion  to  the  heart.  For  Matthew  we  must  put 
ourselves  on  our  guard,  and  be  very  careful  in  accepting 
his  statements  as  fact.  It  must  be  clear  to  every  in- 
telligent historian  that  in  tracing  the  history  of  Jesus 
we  are  facing  a  very  difficult  problem,  that  of  separat- 
ing ihe  mythological  from  the  real  facts,  and  we  must 
apply  the  same  law  of  historical  criticism  to  the  Gos- 
pel writers  as  we  apply  to  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers 
of  the  same  times.  We  must  recognize  the  liability  of 
the  New  Testament  writers  to  make  mistakes  both  of 
facts  and  of  argument.  The  mistakes  which 
Matthew  makes  when  quoting  prop"hecy  must  he  more 
and  more  felt  by  every  student  of  the  gosnels;  and  the 
belief  that  a  miracle  proves  a  truth  must  eventually 
disappear,  even  from  the  writings  of  the  orthodox. 


JESUS  Tllk  SON   Ol<   DAVID. 


Matthew,  in  bk  ilriit  chapter,  gives  the  genealogy  of 
Joseph,  the  father  of  Jenua,  and  make,   him  a  descend* 
ant  of  David  in  the  direct  line  through  Solomon.     Jo« 
BCph's  father,  according  to  Matthew,  waa  h  iimu  named 
Jacob,  but  this  geuealogical  line  does  not  in  any  way 
connect  Jesus  with  David;  as  Joseph,  according  to  theo- 
logians, was  not  his  father;   and  unless  Matthew  be* 
lieved  that  Joseph  was  his  father  we  fail  to  see  his  ob 
ject  in  giving  this  genealogical  line.       Luke    in    hia 
third  chapter,  also  gives  us  Joseph's  descent  from  Da- 
vid, but  he  traces  his  line  through  Nathan,  the  brother 
of  Solomon,  to  a  man  named  Heli,  who  was  the  father 
of  Joseph.    These  genealogical  trees  do  not  agree;  one 
traces  hi8  descent  through  Solomon  in  twenty-six  gen- 
erations to  Jacob,  and  the  other    traces    his    descent 
through     Nathan     in     forty-one     generations.        Ac- 
cording   to    Matthew,    the     father     of     Joseph     was 
Jacob;     according     to    Laike,    his    father    ,vua    Heli. 
There  are  no  two  names  in  these  two  lines  which  agree; 
and  all  attempts  by  orthodox  theologians  to  reconcile 
them  have  been  futile.     TV>tli  cannot  possibly  be  true; 
and  to  say  that  both  lines  are  the  inspired    word   of 
God  is  to  make  inspiration  ridiculous.     A  certain  An- 
jrlican  priest  declared  from  the  pulpit  that    the    more 
difficxilt  any  Bible  story  appeared,  tke    more    readily 
should  he  accept  and  believe  it.     We  decline  to  accept 
any  sunh  contradictory  statements  as  historical .       We 
believe  that  both  Matthew  and  Luke  looked  upon  Jo- 
seph as  his  father,  and  that  the  last  eight  verses  in  the. 


flnt  chapter  of  Matthew  have  Wen  Jllled  in  by  the  fa- 
then  of  the  third  century;  eipociaUy  as  we  find  many 
other  parte  of  thcee  goepeli  tampered  with  in  the  lame 
way.     That  this  theory  is  true  wc  know,  because  Mat- 
thew in  the  ?2nd  and  5J3rd  verses  of  thin    chapter    i« 
made  to  say:  "Now  all  thia  wae  done  that  it  might  be 
fulfilled  that  was  »poken  of  the  Lord  by  the  prophcv, 
aaying,  behold  a  virgin  ahall  be  with  child  and  ehall 
bring  forth  a  »on.  and  they  shall  call  hia  name  Bmman- 
uol,  which,  being  interpreted,  meane,  God  with    ui. 
V/hen  we  turn  to  the  Tth  chapter  of  Icaiah  and  the  14th 
verse,  inhere  this  quotation  is  taken  from,  we  find  that 
it  haa  no  reference  to  Jesua,  but  refers  to  Ahaz,  King 
of  Judah;  by  no  possibility  can  this  quotation  be  twint- 
ad  into  a  reference  to  Jesus;  and  Matthew,  who  must 
have  known  the  old  Bible  well,  could  never  have  made 
guch  a  mistp-ke.     So  that  the  proofs  upon  which  Jesus' 
Virgin  birth  stand*,  begin  to  fade  away  as  we  closely 
examine  them.     Besides,  Enimanuel  was  not  the  name 
of  Jesus.     If  th^  first  two  chaptera  of  these  writers 
are  so  contradictory,  we  begin  to  lose  faith  in  the  rest 
of  the  writing.     Is  the  balance  inspired?    How  do  we 
know?    But  if  we  put  to  one  side  the  fact  that  Josei.h 
was  his  father,  he  enn  claim  no  descent  whatever  from 
David,  as  His  mother,  Mary,  belonged  to  the  tribe  of 
Levi.     Read  Luke  ;hap.  1  verse  3:  "There  was  in  the 
days  of  Herod.  tVe  King  of  Judah.  .i    certain    priest 
named  Zacharias,  of  the  course  of  .\hia.  and  his  wife 
was  of  the  daivfrhter  of  Aaron,  and  hor  name  was  R1iza- 
beth."     Verse  36  of  the  same  chapter  says.  "And    m>. 
hold  thy  cousin  Elizabeth,  she  hath  also    conreivod     ' 
son  in  her  old  age,  and  this  is  the  7th  month  wit.. 
that  was  called  barren."     Now  as  Elizabeth  was   de- 
scended from  the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  Mary  was  her  cou- 
sin, she  must  also  have  come  from  the  tribe  of  TiCvi.  as 
they  wonia  both  be  children  of  brothers  or  sisters,  and 
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have  the  same  grandfather  and  therel'ore  the  riiiiue  an- 
cefttors  back  to  Levi.  A  Jewish  maiden  might  souie- 
timesi  marry  out  of  her  tribe,  but  in  doing  this  she  for- 
feited lier  inheritance  and  no  longer  belonged  to  her 
own  tribe.  Elizabeth  and  Mary  remained  still  in  the 
tribe  of  Levi.  If  the  Holy  (ihost  was  the  father  of 
Je»us,  and  a  maiden  of  the  tribe  of  Levi  His  mother, 
''Ofw  can  he  claim  dcso  it  irom  David,  who  belonged  to 
•..I'  tribe  of  Judah. 

Luke's  first  ehapter,  whrn'  he  describes  the  Virgin 
Kirth,  goes  very  much  into  detail  and  has  so  many  long 
speeches  by  the  an^el  Gabriel  both  to  Zacharias  and 
Mary,  all  given  in  the  direct  narrative,  that  we  arc  in- 
clined to  ask  how  Luke  could  hove  known  so  much  de- 
tailed history  of  these  strange  events.  Wc  are  rc- 
rninderi  of  the  long  speeches  which  Livy  ])uts  into  the 
month  of  Hannibal  when  he  addresses  his  soldiers  af- 
ter crossing  the  Alps.  It  was  the  custom  of  historian-* 
in  those  days  to  describe  events  in  the  direct  narra- 
tive and  put  in  tlu;  mouths  of  the  actors  what  they 
thought  they  ought  to  have  said.  This  first  cha])tcr 
of  Luke  from  the  /Jth  verse,  we  believe,  was  interpolat- 
o{\  long  after  the  events,  as  it  was  impossible  for  Luke, 
who  neither  knew  Zacharias  nor  Elizabeth,  to  know  so 
many  details  word  for  word.  It  has  every  appearance 
of  having  been  written  by  some  monk  of  the  third  cen- 
tury. Mattheiw  evidently  knows  nothing  about  these 
long  speeches  by  the  angel  to  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  He 
simply  says  that  Mary  was  found  with  child  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  that  she  did  not  tell  her  husband  Jo- 
seph, anything  about  it.  So  Gabriel  had  to  come  back 
again  and  in  a  dream  to  make  matters  right.  But  Ltike 
passes  over  this  trouble  between  Jose^ih  and  Mary. 
He  doea  not  tell  us  how  the  difficulty  was  overcome, 
though  he  has  given  ns  so  many  other  untails.  Jesus 
himself  never  makes  his  claim  of  being  the  Son  of  God 
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rest  ui»ot   this  virgin  birtli.     He,  evidently,  as  far  as 
we  can  gather  from  His  sayings,  never  heard   of    the 
Angel  Gabriel  incident,  and  the  Disciples  never  seemed 
to  have  heard  about  it;  as  they  believed  in  him  on  ac- 
count of  His  wonderful  works.     When  the  Pharisees 
said  that  He  blasphemed  when  He  called  Himself  the 
Son  of  God,  He  never  put  in  His   claim   of    descent 
through  the  Holy  Ghost.     Paul  never  heard  of  it  for 
he  never  mentions  this  wonderful  event.       He  places 
his  whole  belief  on  the  Resurrection,  and  on  this  alone 
builds  his  hope  of  immortality  and  his  Kingdom  of  Hea- 
ven.    There  is  not  one  incident  in  the  writings  of  the 
Evangelists   outside  of  the  two  we    have    mentioned, 
which  imi?t  have  been  inter])olations,  to  lead  u*  to  sup- 
pose that  tliey  ever  heard  of  this  virgin  birth.     John 
the  Bapt'st  never  heard  about  this  storv.  even  though 
his  mother,  Elizabeth,  was  Mary's    cousin   and    confi- 
dential friend.     For  we  read  in  Luke,  chap.  7,  verse 
19:  "And  .Tohn  callinor  unto  him  two  of  his  disciples, 
sent  them  to  Jesus  saying,  art  thou  Ho  that    should 
come,  or  look  we  for  another?"    Had  John  heard  about 
the  virgin  birth  he  would  not  have  sent  this  message. 
Jesus'  answer  to  John's  disciples  clearly  shows  that  it 
was  upon  His  works  alone  that  He  placed  His  claim 
to  His  greatness.     For  He  said  to  them:  "Tell  John 
what  things  you  have  seen  and  heard."    Weighing  all 
these  facts  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  this  story 
originated  in  some  of  the  minds  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Third  century,  to   meet  tlie  arguments  of   other  reli- 
gious teachers,  who    ..i  icd  that  the  founders  of  their 
religions  were  of  divu.u  origin,  while  the  founder  of  the 
Christ'an  religion  was  not.     We  find  in  Luke,  rhap.  3, 
23Td  verse,  that  wh(^n  ho  gives  the    genealogical    tree 
of  Jesus,  showing  His  descent  from  David,  that  the 
words  "as  was  suy^posed"  is  put  into  brackets,  showinff 
that  these  three  words  wore  put  into  the  text  from  the 
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margin.  They  were  not  in  the  original,  but  somo 
copyist  put  them  into  the  margin  i.s  an  explaaation, 
and  from  there,  they  must  havf  been  transferred  to  the 

body  of  the  text 

Luke  himself  states  that  Joyepli  win  his  father, 
and  so  does  Matthew.  The  virgin  birth  makes  fooU 
of  these  two  writers,  who  are  trying  to  prove  his  de- 
scent from  David,  and  then  directly  contradicting 
theanselves,  by  saying  that  Joseph  was  not  His  father. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Gospels  will  show 
what  his  contemporaries  thoiight  about  his  parentage: 

liUke,  chap.  2,  verse  48:  "And  His  mother  said  unto 
Him:  Thy  father  and  I  sought  Thee,  sorrowing." 

Luke,  chap.  2,  verse  41:  "And  His  parents  went  ev 
ery  year   to  Jerusalem." 

Luke,  chap.  2,  verse  33 :  "And  His  father  and  mother 
were  marvelling  at  the  things  which  Vere  spoken  con- 
cerning Him." 

Luke  evidently  thought  that  Joseph  was  his  father. 

John,  chap.  6,  verse  42:  "And  they  said,  is  not  this 
Jesus,  the  son  of  Joseph,  whose  father  and  mother  we 
know?" 

Matthew,  chap.  13,  verse  55:  "Ts  not  this  the  car- 
penter's son?  Is  not  His  mother  called  Mary,  and 
His  brethren  James  and  Josefs  and  Simon  and  Judns? 

And  His  sisters  are  they  not  all  with  us?" 

The  ancient  Ryriac  manuscript  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, discovered  in  Sinai  and  publishes!  in  1894,  has 
the  following  account  of  His  parputaie:  "Jacob  begat 
Joseph,  Joseph,  to  whom  was  espoused  Mary,  a  virgin, 
begat  JesuB,  who  is  called  Mess'ah."  The  old  Fatbpr<< 
had  no  opportunity  to  tamper  with  this  old  document, 
and  here  we  get  the  exact  facts,  as  His  contemporaries 
understood  them .  Matthew,  in  his  first  chapter,  where 
he  describes  the  incidents  regarding  the  vhs'm  birtb 
tries  to  buttress  them  by  a  reference  to  n  prophecy  of 
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Isaiah,  whicu  3  thinks  applies  to  the  birth  of  Jesus 
The  reference  is,  to  Isaiah,  chap.  7,  verse  14.  Wh^u 
w«  turn  over  to  Isaiah  and  read  his  7th  chapter,  we 
find  that  Matthew  is  altogether  mistaken  about  what 
Isaiah  said.  By  no  method  of  interpretation  can  this 
7tb  chapter  of  Isaiah  be  twisted  into  a  reference  to 
Jesus.  Either  this  23rd  verse  of  Matthew's  tirst 
chapter  is  an  interpolation  by  some  of  the  old  Fathers, 
or  Matthew  is  guilty  of  writing  nonsense.  No  sane 
man,  no  even  a  "Plymouth  Brother''  could  have  the 
hardiness  to  apply  Isaiah's  verses  to  Jesus.  A  curious 
thiiig  about  these  two  verges  22  and  23,  is  that  the; 
are  forced  into  the  chapter  where  they  do  not  belong, 
for  verse  24  should  follow  verse  21  as  a  continuous  nar- 
ration of  the  events. 

As  it  is  with  this  supposed  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  so  it  is 
with  all  the  other  prophecies  said  to  have  been  spoken  by 
the  old  prophets.  No  one  of  them  can  be  forced 
into  a  reference  to  Him,  not  even  the  53rd  chap,  of 
Isaiah;  unless  all  common-sense  criticism  is  abandoned. 
Isaiah,  from  the  48th  chapter  to  the  end  must  be 
taken  continuously.  It  is  not  historical  and  matces 
no  pretence  at  being  accurate,  nor  does  it  pretend  to 
particularise  anything.  A  dramatic  poem  likely,  but 
not  history.  I  only  ask  that  intelligent  men  read 
these  prophecies  for  themselves,  and  not  be  led  astray 
by  irresponsible  clergymen. 
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BlKTll  AND  hOYHOOl). 

The  Btories  which  are  told  about  the  prodigies  sur- 
rounding tlie  birth  of  Jesus  mu.t  be  received  with    a 
great  deal   of  caution.       Matthew  tells  us  that  w.oe 
men  came  from  the  East  guided  by  a  star-that  they 
feU  dcxwn  and  worshipped  liim  and  presented  gifts  of 
gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh,  and  that  Herod  hear- 
lug  about  this  adoration  ordered  all  tlie   cl-ildren     in 
BethiehiTO  under  two  years  old  to  be  killed.        Lnke, 
Mark  and  John  do  not  mention  this  wicked  slaughter 
of  the  innocent  children,  and  Josephus,  the  great  Jew- 
ish historian,  who  writes  a  (wjmplete  history  of    Herod 
and  his  times,  telU  us  nothing  about  this  wicked  deed. 
He  was  almost  cotemporary  with  Herod,  lived  m  (5ali- 
lee  and  r.ethlehem:  knew  all  the  people  there  and  tells 
U6  every  wicked  thin-  that  Herod  did:  yet  he  never 
heard  about  the  wise  men  coming  from  the  Kast  nov 
about  Herod  Killing  the  innocent  children.     Another 
reason  why  we  are  inclined  to  disbelieve  this  story   is 
that  Matthew  makes  Joseph  take  Mary  and  the  child 
to  Egypt  immediatelv  to  es.-ai>o  the  displeasure  of  Her- 
od  while  Luke  expressly  tolls  us  that  they  remained  in 
Galilee,  and  that   they  came  to  Jerusalem  two  months 
after  the  birth  of  Jesus,  when  the  days  of  I'^r  r"ri- 
fication  according  to  fho  law  of  Moses  were  fulfilled. 
•and  they  then  offered  a  sacrifice  of  two  ymimr  pisreons 
to  the  Lord  according  to  Mosaic  Law.     And  the  forty- 
rtr=t  verse  of  the  second    chapter    tell«    u.     that     hn 
parents  went  to  Jemsnlem  everv  vear  at  the  feast  of 
the  Pa.=Rover.     This  could  not  be  if  they  had  gone  to 
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Egypt,  as  Matthew  says.  Again  Matthew  makes  the 
home  of  Joseph  and  Mary  in  Betlilehem,  and  it  is  on- 
ly on  their  ruturn  that  they  settle  in  Galilee,  being 
warned  in  a  dream  not  to  go  back  to  their  old  home 
Mutthew  knows  nothing  about  his  being  bom  in  a 
manger,  but  says  that  the  wise  men  from  the  East  came 
to  the  house,  presumably  to  Joseph's  house,  as  he  liv- 
ed in  Bethlehem.  Luke  makes  his  original  home  in 
Ualilee  and  says  that  he  came  to  Bethlehem  to  be  tax- 
ed. Uomau  law  taxed  men  where  they  bad  property, 
and  if  Joseph  was  living  in  Galilee  he  would  have  been 
taxed  there.  If  he  had  no  projierty  he  wotild  have  to 
pay  a  head-tax,  and  that  woulil  be  paid  where  he  re- 
eidtd.  Luke's  story,  that  lie  went  all  the  way  to 
l^othlfhcni  ticiiuisr  ht-  was  of  tlic  line  of  David,  is  so 
propostorou*  that  its  very  mention  makes  it  incred- 
ible; as  if  a  Roman  tax  gatherer  cared  about  wliether 
he  belonged  to  the  line  of  David  or  not.  All  the  tax 
gathor(>r  cared  for  was  to  get  bis  money,  and  ho  got 
that  whore  the  man  lived  and  had  property.  Luke  has 
a  story  very  much  like  that  of  the  wise  men  from  the 
East,  and  no  doubt  >)Oth  storie?  had  the  same  origin. 
He  tolls  about  certain  shepherds  who  attended  tboi^- 
flocks  at  night — and  an  angel  came  to  them  and  told 
them  abni't  the  wonderful  child  who  was  just  ^'orn. 
And  tbev  camo  -mu]  found  liini  in  a  mangor. 

And  Luke  add?  that:  "When  they  had  >een  it  tliey 
made  known  abroad  the  saying  which  was  told  tbom 
concerning  the  child."  Strange  that  Matthew  nover 
hoard  about  tbi?  s^cry  which  the  sbephovrlp  told  to 
everybody.  Mark  and  John  know  nothing  about 
either  of  these  stories,  and  yot  they  ought  to  be  the 
one?  who  would  know  anything  of  ibo  kind,  for  Mark's 
is  the  oldest  of  all  the  Oospeb.  and  i«  tbo  nearost  to 
the  events.  Thip  i?  the  roaoon  wbv  .ill  theso  niirjicu- 
loup  stories  about  the  Virgin  Birth  and  the  Slaughl-T 
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of  the  InnocenU  do  uot  appear  in  his  account  of  the 
life  of  Jesus.Ue  did  uot  know  about  them.  The  fur- 
tlior  history  gets  away  from  it«i  boiirce  tiie  more  all 
kind  of  wonderful  iueidents  get  iutt-rwoveu  witii  the 
bare  facts.  We  may  trutlifuUy  say  that  nothing  au- 
thentic is  kno'vu  about  his  birth  or  his  childhood. 

Just  as  we  find  contradictory  and  miraculous  stories 
about  His  birth,  so  we  tind  iu  the  tirst  account  of  His 
beginning  to  work    the  same   lack  of    accuracy  among 
His  historians.     We  uave     seen     how     Matthew,  and 
Luke   contradicted  each  other  about     11  is     childhood 
and     His    descent    from     David;     we    now     tind    tlie 
some  hopeless  inconsistency  lietwwn  Mark   and  John 
regarding  the  beginning     of     His    work         Mark,  in 
chap.  1,  viTse  14,  tells  us— "How  after  John  was   put 
into  prison,  Jesus  came  into  Galilee    preaching     the 
Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  as  He  walked  by 
the  sea  of  Galilee  He  saw  Simon    and     Andrew    his 
brother  casting  a  net  into  the  sea,  for  they  were  fisher- 
men; and  Jesus  said  unto  them,  come  ye  after  me  and 
I  will  make  you  to  become  fishers  of  men,  and  straight- 
way they  forsook  their  nets  and  followed  Him.     And 
when  he  had  gone  a  little    further    thence    He    saw 
James  the  Son  of  Zebedee  and  John  his  brother  who 
also  were  in  a  ship  mending  their  nets,  and  straight 
way  He  called  them,  and  they  left  their  father  Zebedee 
in  the  ship  with  the  hired  servants  and     went     after 
Him."      This  is  Mark's  account  of  how  Jpsas  chose 
His  diRciph>8,  and  lio  says  that  the  above  events  hap- 
pened after  John  was  cast  into  prison. 

We  shall  now  return  to  John  and  sec  what  he  ha?  to 
f-ay  about  this  important  event,  and  we  shall  find  that  ho 
contradicts  Mark"-  statei  icnt  completely.  John.  chap. 
1 .  verse  3.-)— -'A^rain  the  next  day  after  John  the  Baptist 
stood  with  two  of  his  disciples,  and  looking  upon  Jesu.'* 
fls  he  walked,  he  saith— Behold  the  Lamb  of  God:  and 
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the  two  disciples  heard  him  speak,  and  they  followed 
Jesus.  Then  Jesus  turned  and  saw  them  following 
and  Baith  unto  the'm,  what  seek  ye?  They  said  unto 
him  Rabbi,  where  dwellest  thou?  He  saith  unto  them 
come  and  see.  They  tame  and  saw  where  he  dwelt, 
and  abode  with  Him  that  day,  for  it  was  about  tlie 
10th  hour.  One  of  the  two  which  heard  .lohn  Bjx'uk 
•nd  followed  him  was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's  brother 
He  first  findeth  his  own  brother  Simon  and  saith  unto 
him  we  have  found  the  Messiah ;  which  is,  being  inter- 
preted, the  Christ;  and  he  brought  him  to  Jesus." 
These  two  accounts  are  completely  at  variance;  they 
cannot  both  be  true.  They  are  not  both  inspired, 
and  all  attempts  to  reconcile  them  is  impossible. 
When  such  simple  matters  of  facts  are  so  contradic- 
tory, how  hopeless  a  task  it  is  for  the  historian  to 
gather  the  events  in  His  life  which  are  true  and  to 
separate  them  from  what  tradition  has  added  to  the 
actual  erenta. 
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TUK  SKILMON   ON  TIIK  MOLNT. 


"i- 


'I'his  di8ot)ur8e  has  been  looked  upon  a*i  one  of  the 
greatest  ethical  discourses  ever     spoken  by  man.       It 
Inis  been  called  a  code  of  morals  and  a  rule  of  li»e 
r,ut  Christian  society  has  invariably  looked  upon  these 
injunctions  of  Jesus  as  wholly  impracticable   and    lia> 
repudiated  them  in  practice  and  by  special  laws.     To 
l)ut   them  int..  practice  would   disintegrate  our  whole 
soi-iai  system,  and  rcdu.v  civili:^ation  to  ctiaos:  "Take  no 
tlioujrht    of     to-morrow     for     to-inorro«-     sliall     take 
tbought  for  the  things  of  itself;  sufficient     unt..     the 
.lay  is  the  evil  thereof."       But  Western  Cliristondom 
lias  built  up  its  great  Insurance    Companies    and    its 
great  Banking  institutions  to  provide    money    for    to- 
morrow.      Sensible  men  look  abead  and  provide  mon- 
ey for  their  widows  and  orphans,    and    they     provide 
(ai>ital  to  properly  conduct  their  business.     They  build 
railways  and  industrial   corporations    to     develop     the 
country,  and  make  life  upon  this  earth  more  comfort- 
able and  happier.       "Lay  not  up  treasures  upon  this 
earth,"  saith  Jesus;  but  men  have  been  laying  up  trea- 
sures ever  since,  and  will  cotitimie  to  lay  tbero    up. 
Without  the  acciimulation  of  capital  this  modern  world 
would  not  get  along.     There  would  be  no  schools,  nor 
hospitals,  nor  churches,  nor  colleges,  nor  scientific  so- 
cieties.      The  Christian  Church,  both    Catholic   and 
Protestant,  have  ever  been  the  first  to  disobey  this  in- 
junction of  their  Master,  for  their  hands  have  always 
been  deep  in  the  public  treaanry.     The  Archbishop  of 
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Cunteibury  dips  his  hand  into  the  bag  to  the  extent  of 
$5U,000  a  year. 

Jesus  did  not  foresee  the  great  industrial  progreM 
which  this  world  was  going  to  make.       Had  His  com- 
mandB  b«eu  obeyed  we  would  now  be  wearing    sheep- 
skins, and  tending  our  flocks  upon  the  Jialkan  hill* 
Jesus'  knowledge  of  this  world  was  very  limited  and  to 
speak  of  a  God  as  limited  in  knowledge  is  to   use    a 
meaninyiesfl  phrase.     Again  in  this  sermon  we  read: 
"Whoever  smiteth  thee   on  the  right  cheek,  turn   to 
him  the  other  cheek,  also;  and  if  a  man  would  go  to 
law  with  thee  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy 
cloak  also.     Give  to  him  that  asketh  thee,   and    from 
him  that  would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  not  thou  away  " 
These  commands  would  not  tit  into  our  modern  insti- 
tutions.    The  great  system  of  Jurisprudence  which  the 
Western  world  has  evolved,  compels  citizens  to  submit 
the  1-  cli^inites  to  competent  judges:  and  the  more  civi- 
lized a  nation  is  the  more  perfect  is  its  system  of  Juriy 
prn<lenc«>.     The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  has  no  practi- 
cal value  for  anv  civilized  society,  and  for  half  civilized 
lutions  it  would  mean  litter  destruction;    for     under 
puoh  oond'tions  every  man  must  be  able  to  defend  him- 
self     This  sermon  may  do  as  a  text  for  irresponsible 
ministers  to  preach  sermons  on.  and  for  Sunday  school 
teachers  to  tell  to  children.     It  has  been  repudiated 
by  every  legislator  who  has  had  to  face  practical  con- 
ditions.    Such  sermons  do  a  great  deal  of  barm,  and 
are  useless  and  mischievons.       No    God   could    have 
taujrbt  these  sayinps  to  practical  men.  taking  into  ac- 
count the  conditions  under  which  the  bximan  race  now 
exists.       We  to-day  know  what  Jesus  did  not  under- 
stand, namely,  that  civilization  is  progressive,  that  it 
follows  the  law  of  evolution,  and  that  hundreds  of  cen- 
tuTies  have  yet  to  pass  before  men  become  completely 
cirilized . 
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In  the  ineaatime,  we  muit  act  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  in  which  we  are  placed.  The  gentle- 
man with  the  forked  tail  could  give  much  more  intclli 
gent  advice  to  human  beings  facing  our  present  condi- 
tions of  life,  for  he  is  credited  with  much  wisdom  and 
knowledge  and  understandin<r  in  the  affairs  of  this 
world.  This  Western  world  never  had  any  s.ious 
intention  of  carrying  out  the  idyllic  life  of  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount,  and  the  sooner  we  confess  it'e  im- 
practicability to  modern  conditions  of  life,  the  better 
for  all  concerned. 
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:  PAKABLES. 

The  parable  of  Dives  and  Lazarus  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  our  modern  ideas  of  right  and  wrong.    Dive* 
wu  u  rich  man;  there  is  nothing  said  about  his  being 
a  bad  man  or  a  cruel  or  a  ricked  man;  only  he  wa* 
rkh,  and,  therefore,  he  was  sent  to  Hell.     UzaruB  was 
a  beggar  and  full  of  sores;  if  he  had  obeyed  the  laws 
of  cleanliness  he  would  not  have  had  these  sores,  and 
if  he  had  been  prudent  and  industrious  he  would  not 
have  been  poor.     He  disobeyed  God's  law,  and  he  suf- 
ferred  the  consequence  of  this  disobedience;  but  be- 
cause he  was  poor  and  full  of  sores  he  was  sent  to  Hea- 
ven.     Dives  obeyed  God's  laws  and  got  rich;  therefore 
he  was  sent  to  Hell.     Rockefeller  and  J.  P.  Morgan 
would  have  gotten  short  shrift  from  Jesus;  they  would 
be  sent  with  the  rest  of  the  goats  to  keep  company  with 
the  devil  and  his  angels.     We  respectfully  submit  that 
theae  teachings  which  Jesus  has  given  to  mankind,  do 
not  warrant  us  in  placing  him  among  the  gods. 

"For  truth  is  truth,  and  God  is  God, 
And  truth  the  day  shall  win; 
To  doubt  it  would  be  cowardice, 
To  falter  would  be  ain." 

Jesus'  parable  in  Matthew  20th,  likening  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven  to  a  man  who  hired  servants  to  work 
in  his  vineyard,  is  out  of  joint  with  our  present  ideai 
of  justice.  He  hired  men  to  work  for  12  hours  and 
he  gave  them  a  penny,  he  hired  others  to  work  for  6 
hours  and  he  gave  them  also  a  penny,  he  hired  others 
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to  wt»rk  lor  1  hour  uiiil  In-  gnvu  llu-iii  "I.ho  a  immiuv.    Ami 
wlion  till'   iiK'ii  will)   workevl   IV   houru    cuiiplaiuetl    at 
^I'ttiiig  <»aly  the  suiiie  as  those  \vlu>  wurki-d  lor  i     -tur, 
he  auBvviTuil  tliein  us  u  slave  master  woiihl  answer  men- 
ials: -Take  that   is  tiiim-  ami  go  thy  way;  1  will  give 
unto   this  last  even   us   unto  thee."     We  do   not  treat 
liihour  in  tliia  cavalier  way  in  t!ie  jirt^M-nt  iiav;  we  re- 
cognise that  there  m  a  justite  liue  to  every  man  who 
works,  and  we  would  never  think  (»f  paying  a  man  who 
worked  lor  12  liours  the  same  wages  as  the  man  who 
worked  only  1  hour.      A  bargain  is  a  barirain.  l)nt  there 
is  justice  iM'hind  every  bargain,  and  Jesus  tiid  not  recog- 
nize this  law  of  justice.     If  his  Kingdom  of  Heaven  is 
ruled  by  such  unjust  masters  as  the  man  wlio  engaged 
these  jx-or  men  to  work  for  him,  and  pay  them  unjust- 
ly, we  would  rath<'r  not  go  there,      lie  is  also  said  to 
have  cursed  a  lig  tree  because  when  he  was  hungry  ha 
found  no  fruit  on  it ;  sneh  an  act  as  this  is  unheeoming 
a  god  who  should  have  known  Ihat   if  a  tree  had  no 
fiuit,  there  must  have  been  a  natural   cause    for    it 
The  tree  did  the  best  it  could  under    its    conditions. 
There  is  not  umch  meekness  in  this  display  of  temper. 
Verv  manv  of  his  sayings  and  parabli's  are  of  this  crude 
and  egotistical  kind . 

Mattliew,  in  his  19th  chapter,  tells  about  a  young 
man  who  came  to  Joans  and  asked  how  he  could  in- 
herit eternal  life.  Jesus  answered,  that  if  lie  wished 
this  boon,  he  should  keep  the  Commandments,  and 
enumerated  those  which  ho  should  keep.  The  young 
man  replied  that  he  had  kept  nil  these  from  his  vouth 
up.  Josus  tboti  S!iid  unto  him:  '"If  thon  be  ]>erfoct, 
go  and  sell  that  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
thon  chalt  have  treasures  in  IToavon.  and  come  and 
follow  me."  Tf  this  young  man  had  been  foolish 
enough  to  have  taken  Jesus'  advice,  there  would  have 
been  one  more  beggar  for  others  to  support.     And  the 
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cp.lal    whul.    lu,    woullh     .vprc...uu-.l     wuul.l     ha  e 
boen     a..«.patea.        Solo.......     o....-     utU-ml     ..very 

wUc  «ayi..g:  -Clive  me  no.tl.er  poverty    nor    U.chc 
liotl.  are  equally  ba.l  lor  ll.o  l.i«hoHt  ...oral  a.,.!  mleU 
Icctual  develop.nent.     Jcbu.  coutradicta  ^o»'"""";    "^ 
he  says  that  it  is  only  the  poor  who  are  nure  of  getting 
into  hi!*  Kingdom. 

Among  the   many  prophecies  which    Jesus    mad. 
that  did  not  oome  true,  the  one  at  the  end  o    t^ie   a*t 
,.,a,.ter  of  Mark  .s  the  most  peculiar  -He    had   tl^eu 
i  Jed  over  to  the  world  of  spirits,  to  h.s  old  h.>me  with 
his  father,     lie  should  now,  anyway,  he  ta  kmg  a.  a 
,;od;  and  he  should  be  able  to  tell  us  «°7«t';'"f  ^' 
it  would  be  good  for  m  to  know.     It  was  h.s  la.t  com- 
„,aBd  to  the  apostles-his  final  instruction  a.  he  sent 
them  forth  to  their  work:-".\nd  He  .aid  unto     hem: 
Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Go.pel  to  ev- 
erv  creature.     He  that  believcth  and  i^,l.ai>tiHod  sha^l 
1,.:  .aved.  but  he  that  beli.vcth  not  .hall  be   d  a  m  n  e  d 
A..1   these  sij,ni.  shall  follmv  them  that  bebev^e.       In 
n.v  name  .hall  they  cast  out  devils;  they    shall    s^^ak 
,vi,h   oew  tunnies;  they  shall  take  u,,  -n-;-'*^    •;";^  ' 
thev  drink  any  deadly  thing  it  shall  not  bur    them, 
•  th..v  .hall  lay  hands  on  tl,.-  siek  and  they  '^^^f  J'''<^''- 
er  ■"       Some  of  the  conu-.-ntators    ol    the    B.ble     sa> 
that  d.irin<r  the  f,rst  nun-s  of  the  Church  Ihese  extraor- 
dinary gifts  were  exercised,  hut  they  supply  no  mc.^ 
.lent/nor  pmofs,  nor  can  1  f.nd  in  any  h, story  of  those 
time^  anything  to  warrant  n.e  to  believe  that  they  were 
ov.>r  performed.     Thev  are  not  bein?  performed  now. 
Nnd  there  is  as  much  need  now  for  miracles  to  bo  per- 
formed as  in  the  first  ajres  of  the  Church .     For  mater- 
ialism, and  spirit^1a^ism  and  infidelity  is  underm.nm? 
the  edifice  which  Jesus  erected.     But  Jesus  sa.d  that 
these  signs  would  follow  till  the  Gospel  ^^V^^"^ 
to  every  creature.       Has  any  minister  the  hard.hood 
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to  sa)'  that  Uiia  time  hae  comer  Then  why  are  these 
miracles  not  being  performed  now?  But  the  worst 
part  of  this  mesBage  which  Jesus  is  said  to  have  given 
after  he  passed  over  to  the  land  of  the  spirts,  is:  that 
those  who  would  not  believe  would  be  damned.  The 
Church  has  been  damning  everybody  ever  since. 
Heretics  have  first  been  damned,  and  then  burnt.  And 
the  writer  of  this  article  would  be  among  the  damned, 
if  Jesufi  or  his  Church  had  the  power! 

But,  if  we  ask  the  question :  How  far  has  Christian- 
ity spread,  and  what  has  it  accomplished  among  those 
who  believe  in  it?  We  will  receive  our  answer  from 
the  Rev.  Dwight  L.  Moody,  the  great  evangelist.  He 
should  be  a  good  authority,  as  he  preached  Jesus  and 
Him  crucified  for  30  years  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
He  said,  in  a  lecture  given  in  New  York,  in  Carnegie 
Hall,  in  December,  1896:— "There  is  hardly  a  name  so 
unpopular  in  the  world  to-day  as  that  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Ib  there  a  nation  in  the  world  that  wants  Him  to  re- 
turn to  earth?  Is  there  a  State  in  th's  Union  that 
would  like  to  have  Him  come  back  and  rule  the  world  ? 
Would  this  country,  if  the  question  were  submitted  to 
a  popular  vote,  express  a  desire  to  have  Christ  on 
earth?  Would  England,  or  Germany,  or  France,  or 
Spain,  or  Italy,  or  the  Pope,  or  any  other  of  the  na- 
tions of  Christendom  do  it?  N"o?  Wouldn't  Christ, 
if  he  did  some  back  to  reign,  find  the  world  in  just  the 
tnme  condition,  as  he  found  it  1900  years  ago?"  What 
a  record  for  Christianity!  I  think  T  am  safe  in  saying 
that  ever^  Mohammedan  would  delight  to  hear  that 
Mohammed  was  returning  again  to  earth,  and  every 
Buddist  would  delight  tn  hear  that  Budda  wap  again 
to  retam;  and  every  follower  of  Confucius  would  de- 
light to  again  see  their  old  Masters.  Why  has  Chris- 
tianity been  such  a  failure?  Because  it  in  founded 
upon  eoclewiaRtical  fraud  and  falsehood. 
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jESUS'  MISTAKES  OF  UlSTOUY. 

Jesus  believed  in  the  old  Bible  stories  of  Ibe  origin 
ol  man  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  in  the  story  of  Noah 
and  the  Ark,  and  the  Flood,  in  the  story  of  the  origin 
of  languages  at  the  Tower  of  Babel,  in  the  story  of 
Jonah  and  the  whale,  in  the  story  of  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah beir^  destroyed  by  a  cataclywu,  in  the  stars 
faUing  down  from  Heaven,     lie  believed  that  all  these 
mythological  and  traditional  storiea  of  the  Jews  were 
actual  history,  and  true.       We  now  know  that  these 
stories  were  copied  bodily  from  Bablyonian  traditions, 
and  that  they  have  no  basis  of  fact  in  history.      We 
have  the  documents  in  the  British  ^lupeum  to  prove 
their  mythological  ancestry.       These  documents  are 
1500  years  older  than  the  time  of  Moses.     Had  he  been 
a  god  he  would  never  have  made  these  mistakes,  he 
would  have  known  that  these  old  stories  were  only  leg- 
end and  not  worthy  of  credit.     But  Jesus  was  ignor- 
ant of  the  science  of  history,  and  he   was    unable  to 
separate  mythology  from  true  history.     Ijooking  upon 
him  as  a  man,  and  not  a  very  learned  one,  we  can  un- 
derstand these  mistakes;  but,  for  priests  to  tell  us  that 
the  only  Son  of  the  Great  Infinite  Intelligence  who  was 
present  at  the  creation  of  this  world  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  all  life,  had  forgotten  about  these  things  is  to 
make  God  and  religion  ridiculoiia.       "He  is  God  and 
Man  with  two  distinct  natures  and  one  person  forever." 
So  say  the  Scotch  metaphysical    loving    theologians. 
But  if  his  manhood  can  learn  nothing  from  his  God- 
head, he  may  as  well  do  without  it.     His  theology  and 
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his  history  are  both  alike.     We  have  not  very  much 
to  learn  from  either.     We  live  in  a  practical  age,  and 
judge  men  by  their  results.     If  a  man  maiies  a  tlahu 
of  being  superior  to  others,  and  of  iinowing  more  than 
others,  and  has  been  shown  to  be  more  ignorant,  tiian 
his  cotemporaries,  such  a  i)erson  cannot  command  the 
respect   of  intelligent  thinkers.     Lucretius,  the  great 
INmiaii   i»<M't.   \>iio  lived   •)0  years  l)efore  the  birth  of 
.lesiis,  tnii.-iht  the  atomic  theory  of  matter,  as  we  now 
know  it.  with  very  little  change;  and  he  l)C-lieved  in  the 
.•v..hition  of  life  froin  a  eoiniiion  basis.  whil<!  .Te*sus  be- 
lieved in  the  old  theological  idea  of  creation  by  lint  '*( 
(iod.      Hiid  not  the  Christian  religion   conic  in  shortiv 
after  this  and   .hangfd   the    whole    cnirent    of     men's 
thoiights    from   scientific   to     religions     subjects,      the 
world  would  Ikcly  in  the  second  cent\iry  be  as  far  ad- 
vanced as  it  is  now  in  the  twentieth.     The  wisest  and 
the  best  men  were  for  1800  years  engaged  in  discussing 
theological  subjects  which  did  not  deserve  the  name  of 
knowledge.        Civilization   made   no   proiress.   and   all 
scientific  subjects  were  b..ried   for  n    period    of     ISOO 
years.     All  this  we  owe  to    the    Christian     religion. 
And  what  has  it  given  to  mankind?      Xot  one  scrap 
of  knowledLre  about  the  other    world— nothing     ahmt 

God a  religion  which   is  based  not  upon  the  duty  of 

man  to  his  fellow-man.  but  upon  a  belief  that  this 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  Cod.  N'o  other  way  of  entering 
to  the  Txingdom  of  Heaven:  believe  and  be  saved;  re- 
fuse to  bpl'PTc  and  be  damned:  and  what  belief  means 
no  ono  has  ever  told  us. 
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NICODEM'JS. 

A  very  interesting  incident  characteristic  of  Jeans' 
method  of  teaching  is  given  in  the  conversation  be- 
tween him  and  Nicodemus.     John,  Chap.  3. 

Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus:  "Except  a  man  be  born 
again,  he  cannot  see  the  Ivingdom  of  God  "        Ih.s 
statement  pnzzled  Nicodemus;  so  he  replied:  "Lan  a 
man  enter  the  second  time  into  l.-is  mother's  womb  and 
be  born?"    A  verv  sensible  question  from  his  stand- 
point; that  is,  from  the  standpoint  of  a  materialist^ 
.Tesus  thon  said:  "Unless  a  man  be  born  of  wnter  and 
of  the  spirit,  he  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom  of  Go(l. 
The   Church  ..f  England  baptismal  service  is  founded 
upon  tlio  abm-e  statement  of  Jesus.       For  the  service 
ftatos-  "That  water  is  sanctified  to  the  mystical  wash- 
ing awav  of  Bin,"  and  "That  none  can  enter  the  King- 
dom of  God  except  he  be  regenerate  niid  bcrn  anew  of 
water  and  of  the  Holv  Ghost."       No    wonder    poor 
Nicodemus  failed  to  grasp  the  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
•'being  born  of  water."     When  there  is  not  a  lawyer 
from  Maine  to  California,  who  can  explain  it.  meaning, 
after  the  Endish  Church  Bishops  have  put  their  Hall 
Mark-apon  it,  and  called  it  the  "mpystical  washing  away 
of  sin";  and  saw  in  it  a  figurative  allusion  to  Noah  and 
the   Ark  and  the  Children  of  Israel  crossing  the  Med 
Sea      Verily,  verilv.  what  fools  we  mortals  be. 

The  second  half  of  the  statement.  '*born  of  the 
Spirit."  he  made  no  attempt  to  explain,  except  bv  com- 
parin-  this  with  the  wind,  which  bloweth  when  .t  list- 
eth  ^Nicodemns.  pressing  for  n  more  definite  expla- 
nation,  said,  "How  can  these  things  be?"  .Tesns'  an- 
swer to  an  honest  man  desiring  information  on  a  very 
important  qnestion  mnst  stagger  even  his    Methodirt 
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workhippera:  "If  I  have  told  you  earthly  things,  and  ye 
believe  not,  liow  shall  ye  believe  if  I  tell  you  of  heavenly 
things."  This  is  begging  the  question,  and  trying  to 
get  out  of  a  difficulty  by  drawing  a  red  herring  over 
the  trail.  Why  did  he  not  honestly  answer  the  ques- 
tion!:' And  tell  Nicodemus  all  he  knew  about  the 
meaning  of  the  phrase,  "being  born  of  the  Spirit." 
But  he  tried  to  mystify  Nicodemus,  and  the  clergy  and 
priests  of  every  denomination  have  i'oUowed  liis  bad 
example,  and  have  written  thousands  of  volumes  and 
spent  millions  of  money,  trying  to  lull  the  ignorant  by 
Eucharifitic  Congresses  and  mystify  the  learned  by 
theological  verbiage. 

Longfellow,  when  asked  what  the  "birth    of     the 
Spirit  meant,  answered  in  these  beautiful  lines: — 

"There  is  no  death. 
What  seenu  so  is  triinsition; 
This   life  of  mortal    death 
Is  but  the  suburbs  of  that  life  Elysian, 
Whose  portals  we  call  death. 


What  a  beautiful  answer  did  this  sublime  New  Eng- 
land poet  give  to  this  question,  which  Jesus  tried  to 
mystify  Nicodemus  with.  The  birth  of  the  spirit  is 
when  the  spirit  leaves  this  body  and  enters  the  world 
of  spirits.  This  is  the  second  birth  through  which  we 
must  all  pass.  The  phrase,  "born  of  the  spirit"  is  a 
meaningless  phrase;  and  the  furthur  statement  in 
verse  six:  "That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh, 
and  that  which  is  born  of  the  spirit  is  spirit "  is  with- 
out sense,  and  every  word  of  it  wrong.  All  birth  is 
from  the  spirit,  for  spirit  is  the  vital  basis  of  all  life. 
The  Rose  and  the  Lily  are  born  from  the  Spirit;  all 
vegetable  life  is  spiritpal  bom,  and  so  is  all  animal 
life.  From  the  world  of  spirits  comes  all  life  and  »U 
intelligence.       Priests  and  prelates  may    attempt    to 


wriggle  out  of  these 


statements  of  facts  by  saying  that 
Jesus  spoke  metaphorically.  It  would  have  been  bet- 
ter for  him  and  his  religion  if  he  had  used  less  meta- 
phor and  a  little  more  straight  from  the  shoulder  com- 
mon-sense. Every  line  of  the  four  Gospels  impressea 
the  reader  with  the  feeling  that  Jesus  always  wanted 
to  be  looked  upon  as  a  bigger  man  than  he  actually 
was.  How  different  from  the  great  Greek  philosopher 
Socrates;  when  asked  how  he  had  acquired  his  great 
knowledge,  he  answered,  "By  not  being  ashamed  to 
ask  for  what  I  did  not  know." 

Strange  is  the  irony  of  Fate;  Lucretius,  the  great 
Boman  poet,  who  was  endowed  with  the  genius  of 
poetic  inspiration,  who  taught  the  correct  ideas  of 
life  and  matter,  sixty  years  before  the  time  of  Jesu^, 
in  language  so  correct  and  sublime,  that  science  is  qu- 
ly  now  beginning  to  understand  the  thoughts  of  the 
great  Roman  poet,  who  has  been  branded  by  the  Church 
as  an  athiest,  and  his  works  buried  by  the  monks  for 

1600  years. 

But  Jesus,  for  making  inaccurate    and     imaginary 
statements  about  things,  of  which   he  knew  nothing, 
for  attempting  to  appear  wise  to  Nicodemus,  when  he 
was  in  reality  only  groping  in  the  dark,  for  attrmptin? 
to  evade  honest,  straight  questions  by  answering  m 
metaphors,  and  for  having  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
system  of  ecclesiastical  frauds,  such  as  the  world  had 
never  sepn  before,  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  .t 
God.    But  the  Great  Nemesis,  always  travelling  with 
leaden  feet,  always  having  regard  to  stem  justice  alone, 
alwnyp  working  through  an  evor-acting  ?roviflon(H«  and 
through  laws  as  inexorable  as  Fate  itself:   is   in   these 
later  days  tearing  the  mask  from  the  teachings  of  the 
young  Jewish  enthusiast,  anci  placing  the  crown  upon 
the  brow  of  the  greatest  Boman  of  them  all . 
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MISTAKES    OF    SCIKNCK. 


Jeau*  believed  tliat  insanity  was  caiiBed  by  deviU 
tftkipg  possession  of  the  bodies  of  men    and    women. 
The  medical  profession  from  the  days  of  (Jalen  to  the 
present  time   believe   otherwise.       Either    Jesus    was 
wrong,  or  the  whole  medical  science  ou    insanity     is 
wrong .     My  readers  can  taike  their  choice .     I  will  cast 
my  vote  for  the  doctors  being  right.     Jesus'  teaching 
on  divorce  has  been  overruled  by  every  civilized  govern 
uient   in   Europe  and  America.       He    expressly     pro- 
hibits divorced  persons  from  re-mar ryiujj.     The  pre 
sent  law  and  practise  of  English  society  allows  such 
persons  to  re-marry,  and  yet  the  men  who  make  these 
laws  are  Christians.     Why  do  they  go  directly  in  the 
face  of  Jesus'  express    proliibition.       Becmise    experi- 
ence Ims  taught  them  that  Jesus  was  wrong,  and  that 
hiB  ideas  of  these  things  were  narrow  and  limited. 

When  we  try  to  understand  how  Jesus  formed  his 
opinons  upon  divorce,  we  find  that  he  based  them  up- 
on the  old  mythological  story  of  Eve  bemg  made  from 
a  rib  of  Adam".       For  he  tells  us  in  Matthew  19 — 4: 
"Have  ye  not  read  that  lie  which  made  tlicin  at  the  be- 
ginning, made  them  male  and  female.     For  this  cause 
shall  a  man  leave  father  and  mother,  and  shall  cleave 
to  his  wife,  and  thy  twain  shall  be  one  fle^h.       What, 
therefore,  God  hath  joined  together  let  no  man  put 
asunder."    Jesus  was  under  the  impression  that  fJod 
made  man  and  woman  and  joined  them    togf>tlier     as 
mates  and  that  this  ideal  state  was  from  the  ])eginninf 
and  was  to  continue.     But  we  now  know  that  what  we 
understand  as  male  and  female  runs  not  only  through 
all  animal  life,  but  through  all  vegetable  life,  and  we 
find  it  in  the  mineral  world  as  "positive"  and  "nega- 
tive."   We  find  various  kinds  of  relations  between  the 
sexes  in  the  animal  kingdom.    Some  pa'r  like  the  doves. 
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and  some  are  gregarious  like  the  hens.     Some  of  th- 
higher  animals  pair  like  the  lions,  and  some  "«  gregar- 
ious  like  the  cattle.     There  is  no  =*pecial  law  that  w« 
can  say  existed  from  the  beginning.     Jesus  supposed 
that  the  beginning  of  man  was  with  Adam  and  bve. 
and  that  God  made  them  both  and  mated  them,  and 
that  this  was  the  beginning  of  sexual  life   for   man. 
Now,  if  the  story  of  Adam  and  Eve  turns  out  to  be  un- 
true,  then  his  whole  theory  of  divorce   falls   to     the 
CTOund.     That  the  story  is  untrue,  and  that  the  begin- 
ning  of  human  life  did  not  originate  as  Jesus  supposed, 
every  scholar  now  knows . 

We  will  now  go  to  our  history  and  see  if  Jesus  is 
correct  in  his  assertion  that  "from  the  beginning  it  was 
not  so  "    We  find  that  Ja«ob  had  four  wives,  and  tliat 
Abraham  had  two,  and  that  Esau  had  quite    a   few 
\nd  that  when  Abraham  went  to    Egypt,     Pharaoli 
wanted  to  add  Sarah  to  his  harem.     It  was  the  custom 
in  those  days  to  have  more  than  one  wife.     When  we 
.0  back  to  the  time  of  Sargon  the  First,  called  m  his 
native  tongue,  Shar-Gani-Sharri,  the  founder    of    the- 
first  Semitic  Empire  of  Sumor  and  Akkad,  a  thousand 
years  before  the  time  of  Abraham,  we  find  the  custom 
then  existed  of  havinjr  a  plurality  of  wives.    And  when 
we  go  back  one  thousand  years  more,    to    the    time 
when  Eannatum  ry\<^  in  Lagash;  in   the    dim    dawn 
of  history,  nine  hundro.l  years  before  the  Semite  arriv- 
ed upon  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  we  find  then,  that 
;t  was  the  custom  to  have  several  wives.      Where  did 
Jesus  got  his  idea.  from,  that   "from  the  boginn.ng  it 
was  not  so"?    Jesus  was  ignorant  of  the  facts  of  his- 
tory  and  his  inaccurate  statement  that  "in  the  begin- 
ning it  was  not  Bo"  is  based   upon    the     mythological 
story  cf  the  Garden  of  Eden.       Jesus  tried  to  white- 
wash  Moses  for  having  made  a  bad  law  of  divorce   for 
in  the  8th  verse  he  says:  "Closes,  because  of  the  hard- 
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neM  of  your  hearts,  suffered  you  to  put  away  your 
wives."  Moses  did  certainly  make  a  very  bad  law, 
and  here  it  is:— Deut  chap.  H,  verses  10-14:  "When 
thou  gocst  forth  to  war  against  thine  enemies.,  and  the 
Lord  thy  Hod  hath  delivered  them  into  thine  hands,  • 
and  thou  haet  taken  them  captive;  and  thou  seest  am- 
ong the  captives  a  beautiful  woman,  and  hast  a  desire 
unto  her;  that  thou  would'st  have  her  to  thy  wife. 
Then  thou  shalt  bring  her  home  to  thine  house.  .  . 
And  it  shall  be,  if  thou  hast  no  delight  in  her. 
then  thou  shall  let  her  go  whither  she  will." 

Moses  makes  no  apology  for  having  made  this  orue! 
law  against  woman,  and  that  it  was  just  in  accord  with 
Moses'  idoas  of  justice  is  proven  by  the  fact,  that  on 
one  occasion,  when  Moses'  share  of  the  spoils  was 
thirty  youn?  maidens,  he  gave  fifteen  of  them  to  Aaron, 
a*  he  said  that  there  were  too  many  for  his  neoeseities. 
Jesus'  attempt  to  whitewash  this  monster  is.  to  say 
the  loast,  bad  ethics. 

But  let  UP  come  to  the  marrow  of  this  question  of 
divorce:     Why  is  it  wrong  for  a  divorced  man  or  wo- 
man to  re^narry?    Is  it  a  crime  against  any  law  of  na- 
ture?   What  difference  can  it  make  whether  a  woman 
is  a  widow  or  whether  she  be  divorced?    Natnre^s  laws 
never  ask  this  question ;  and  if  you  have  not  violated 
nature's  laws,  you  have  not  violated  God's  laws.     Dif- 
ferent nations  have  made  different  laws  \ipon  marringe, 
and  these  laws  are  the  ethical  standards  of  these  nn- 
tions.       Most  nations  have  made  laws  ?ivin?    (-very 
liberty  to  the  man  to  do  what  be  wants,  nnd  rostriotinc 
the  woman's  liberty.     The  law«  of  Moses  are  about  the 
worst  on  record .     To  say  that  the  Great  Infinite  Pow- 
er who  works  through  nature's  laws,  ever  sanctioned 
the  laws  of  Jesus  or  the  laws  of  Moses  is  to  talk  non- 
sense. 

Again.  Jesus*  rule  against  oath-taWng  is  as  abso- 
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lute  a  prohibition  u  can  he  put  into  lanauage:  "Swear 
not  at  aU,  neither  by  Heaven,  for  it  ii  the  Throne  of 
God;  neither  by  earth,  for  it  if  the  footstool   of    hu 
feet;  neitker  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the  city   of    the 
great  King."    But  our  law-courts  compel  everycle  to 
take  an  oath.     Every  nation  has  systematically  disre- 
garded this  commaud  of  Jesus.     The  only  oxot^jtions 
are  the  Society  of  Friends;  for  they  literally  keep  these 
injunctions.     "Charles  Bradlaugh,  redusing  to  take  an 
oath  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Oommona,  was  more 
loyal  to  the  words  of  Jesus  tlian  the  orthodox  zealots 
who  tried  to  deprive  the  infidel  of  his  rights." 

Jesus  believed  that  the  world  was  coming  to  an  end 
m  His  time— that  a  great  catastrophe  was  to  come  up- 
on the  earth,  and  that  those  then  living  -hould  see  the 
end  of  the  world.     The  early  Church  was  full  of  this 
idea,  copying  the  words  of  Jesus.     But  so  far  no  star 
has  fallen  from  the  Heavens  upon  this  earth,  nor  has 
the  sun  ceased  to  give  her  light.     This  predictiom  of 
Hia  has  not  come  to  pass  nor  is  it  likely  to,  for  some 
millions  of  years  yet.     His  ideas,  of  the  position  ot 
the  stars  and  the  sun  to  this  earth,  would  be  laugh© . 
at  by  a  schoolboy  to-day.     And  yet  orthodox  theolo^ 
gians  tell  us  that  he  was  present  at  the  beginning  of 
all  things.     Taking  upon  himself  a  human  body  must 
have  -seriously  impaired   his  memory    of    past    events. 
This  supposed  union  of  a  God  and  a  man  has  not  lifted 
the  man's  side  of  the  partnership  very   high   in    the 
scale  of  intelligence. 

Hifl  ideas  about  the  devil  and  Hell  are  now  ignored 
by  all  intelligent  people;  and  even  the  old-fashioned 
Presbyterians  and  Methodists  are  beginning  to  lose 
faith  in  this  Hell  to  which  Jesus  consigned  all  the 
goats,  and  the  goats  would  amount  to  over  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  all  the  human  race,  accorflin?  to  the 
opinion  p£  a  Jew  of  the  time  of  Jesus.     Jesus  would 
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hate  sent  all  the  rich  people  there,  with  all  who  would 
not  fall  down  and  worship  him.  Je.u8'  belief  about 
devil!  entering  into  the  bodies  of  men  and  women  and 
pigs  is  the  belief  of  the  Jews  of  his  time;  He  did  not 
rise  above  the  superstitions  of  his  people.  The  Greeks 
and  Romans  were  too  intelligent  to  believe  such  non- 
gense  as  this.  There  is  no  record  in  their  writings 
where  they  attribute  insanity  bo  devils.  The  Greeks 
.nd  Konmns  were  as  high  above  the  Jews  inteJlectu- 
ally  as  Plato  and  Cicero  were  above  John  the  Baptist 
;iml  Jesus. 

Jesus  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  non-re^^istenoe.  and 
oxpre-Ply  commanded  liis  followers  to  obey  it:  btit  the 
Knglish  government  are   building    dreadnongbts    and 
battle-ships  and  arming  themselves  to  the  teeth .     W  hx 
do  they  not  obey  his  expressed  .injunctions?      Because 
tbov  know  that  these  commands  of  his  will  not  apply 
to  the  conditions    of   the    present     time.       Practical 
statesmen  must  make  laws  to  meet  the  present  condi- 
tions.       Statesmen   also  knmv  that  eivilizntion   is  of 
slow  'TTowtb,  and  must  come  through  education  and  the 
glow  development  of  the  intelleotual  and  moral  facu  - 
ties  of  men.     Tie  should  have  known  this  if  he  were  h 
God.     To  give  o\it  impractical  injunctions  is  no  sign 

of  a  wisf^  man. 

Jesus  believed  in  the  old  idea,  that  God  personally 
interfered  with  every  little  incident  in  our  lives,  and 
he  believed  that  we  must  be  continually  praying  to  God 
to  avert  from  us  those  troubles  which  we  bring  upon 
ourselvee,  by  neglecting  to  obey  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  by  our  follies  and  indiscretions.  We  now  know 
that  we  must  strive  to  understand  the  laws  of  God  and 
obey  them,  then  we  will  keep  out  of  trouble.  We  are 
pnnished  by  our  sins,  not  for  them.  If  T  gorge  my- 
wjlf  with  food  or  drink,  T  pay  the  penalty.  God  is  not 
angrv  with  me:  He  may  be  sorry,  but  angry  He  cannot 
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U.     If  I  disobey  the  intellectual  1rw»,  and  do  not  cul- 
tirate  my  mind,  I  am  equally  punished,  for  my  mind 
becomes  atagnant;  and  so  with  the  moral  laws;    if  I 
violate  them  I  am  punished  not  by  God  but  by  the  vio- 
lation of  these  moral  laws;  they  bring  wi+h  them  their 
own  punishment.     Justice   often  tra^'cls  with  leaden 
feet,  but  when  it  overtakes  you  it  has  an  ir«n  grip. 
There  arc  laws  regulating  suoreas  in  business,    and    1 
muist  understand  these  if  I  would  succeed.       Jesus' 
idea  of  a  Father  interfering  in  every  little  incident  of 
life  is  now  obsolete  even  among  Methodists.     We  be- 
lieve  in  a  Ood  of  law,  and  we  believe  in  men  trying  to 
understand  these  laws  and  to  follow  them;  ignorance 
of  tlioni  or  neglect  of  thorn  arc  equally  punished.     «od 
is  not  angry  with  men,  nor  does  He  send  them  to  Hell. 
Hut  when  men's  eyes  are  opened  in  the  other  world  they 
will  then  see  the  mistakes  they  have  made  in  this  one. 
The  above  are  a  few  of  the  mistakes  of  Jesus'  which 
occur    to  us  as  we  write;  we  might  add  many  more,  but 
to  increase  the  list  would  do  no  good.     These  are  en- 
ough  to  show   that  the  claims  which  his   supporters 
make  for  him  are  without  foundation.     But  there  are 
also  mistakes  of  omission  which  arc  very  serious  for 
one  pretending  to  teach  mankind  the  way  to  Heaven. 
Slavery  was  the  greatest  blight  on  the  civilization  of 
the  times  of  Jesus,  yet  he  never  raised  his  voice  against 
it.     Slavery  is  against  nature's  law;  and  God.  throngh 
His  laws,  has  punished  every  nation  and  every   society 
who  practiced  it.    The  Roman  Empire  was  undermin- 
ed and  destroyed  by  it.     Greece  fell  beneath  the  all- 
wmpowering  weight  of  this  human  crime.     God  stamp- 
ed slavery  with  a  curse  and  punished  all  who  trans- 
gressed this  law  of  human  freedom.     Yet  Jesus  ii  si- 
lent upon  this  most  important  subject.     As  a  man  we 
ran  undcTstad  tWs  attitude  of  mind,  for  no  one— not 
even  the  most  enlightfened— in  his  time  thought  slavery 
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^stoug,  but  11  he  wa.  »  Uod  he  .koiad  have  known  hii 
iuUieii.  Uw.     Hi»  .UUjmwni  that  the  .turn  wuulU  iuU 
i,«iu  U«ikv«u  wh«u  he  cumo  to  rul«  m  Im  uua^inarjr 
kingduux  lb  *u«h  a  piece  oi  egotism  that  only  thv  .gnor- 
uut  »ud  *ut«i-titioiu  Jew*  among  whom  he  lived  could 
1.,  l>cve  it.     U  »i  tiod  should  come  to  thin  earth  to  ru 
l,e  would  obey  hia  own  iuwi.  and  leave  the  btars  to  al- 
idad 1J  thwr  own  buginewi  ior  they  have  nothing  to 
cio  with  thu.  world.    iliB  coming  would  be  so  Imnuunioui 
with  everythmg  in  nataie-that  a  br»*ath  of  wmd  would 
not  be  moved.     Je^ua  waa  ignorant  of  all  knowledge  ot 
Hcience,  of  art,  of  literature,  of  politics,  of  mdubtry, 
and   ol    the    Adminiatration   of    Government.        How 
could  a  person  ignorant  of  all  these  great  problems  give 
a  corrtvt  view  of  life.     Wisdom  comes  from  a  large  ev- 
nerience  of  the  affairg  of  this  world;  this  lack  of  ex- 
uenence  accounts  for  his  many  mistakes  and  his  r^- 
sirictod  outlook.       Jesus  puts  very  little  account  on 
the  experience  gained  in  this  life.       The  little  child- 
rrn  and  the  poor  and  the  humble,  are  the  ones  who  will 
get  into  his  Kingdom  of  Heaven.     The  great  men  who 
win  their  way  to  the  top  of  the  ladder  by  courage  and 
industry  will  have  a  very  poor  ohance  in  his  Kingdom 
of  Heavon.       But  this  narrow  view  of  life  m  passing 
away,  for  we  to-day  feel  that  religion  does  not  rest  on 
inspired  books,  nor  on  divine  personalities,  nor  on  mir- 
BcloB   but  on  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  order  of  the 
world;  both  the  material  and  the  spiritual  world;  for 
they  arc   interwoven    and  joined  together,   and   they 
are  but  infinitesimal  parts  of  a  wider  and  greater  cos- 
moa      Troth  is  always  truth,  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  Jesus  or  Socrates  give  it  to  the  world.     Oreat 
men  are  inspired  to  give   great  truths  to  mankind. 
'lUxhy,  who  told  us  about  a  world  governed  by  laws, 
an*'  who  disbelieved  in  miracles,  was  equally  ilUmmed 
with  Paul,  who  taught  immortality  and   believed    m 
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miracUa."      The  aget  in  which  they  lived  made   the 
difference  in  their  ideal. 

Je-ui  believed  in  the  I'tolemaic  theory  ol  the  place 
of  tbi.  earth  in  our  universe.     The  earth  was  the  en- 
tre  of  the  universe,  uecurding  t..  thia  theory,  and  Uie 
wn  and  the  moon  and  th«  stars  went  around  it;  thoy 
were  placed  in  a  *olid  firmament  which  ciroloB  around 
the  earth.       So  when  any  ^'reat  calamity   befell     t -• 
earth    the  atarB  would  (all  down  and  the    «u.i   would 
re8«''o  give  her  light.       The   roi»«  """1   Cnr.hnals  m 
the  dav8  of  Galileo  were  8..rry  to  see  the«e  op.nioni  ^ 
.TeBUB'^upaot  by  that  great  astronomer,  and  they     pnt 
him  into  pri«)n  because  he  dared  to  say   that    Je«u« 
waa  wrong.     Clergymen  are  at  their  wits'  end.  to  ex- 
plain  these  mistakes  of  Jesus.     Ho  did  not  toarh  as- 
tronomy, they  Bay;  but  .till  if  be  was  a  (Jod  h-  .hou Id 
have  known  something  even  about  astronomy.  He 

was  not  a  historian  they  say,  and  so  mistook  all  the^e 
old  mythological  stories  of  the  Bi>.le  for  actual  facts. 
But  bcin«  a  Cod,  he  should  have  known  something  even 
about  history.       He  certainly    knew    nothing    about 
Politiciil  FkK)nomy,  and  the  value  of  accumulated  capi- 
tal ai  a  developer  of  the  civilization  of  the  race,  but  as 
a  God  he  should  have  known  something  even  about  Po- 
litical Fxonoray.        His   Father  made  laws  govern-ng 
every  condition  of  Political  Economy,  from  lunnmjr  a 
peanut  stand  to  managing  the  Carnegie  Stcl  Works. 
Now    what   did  .TcBus    tell    mankind    that     »K>nelitted 
them'     1^0  told  them  nothing  about  the  great  ^YoT1d 
where  spirits  dwell,  the  Hereafter  where  yon   and  I 
have  to  live  in.     He  told  us  nothing  about  God,  e.v- 
cept  as  a  meddler  with  His  own  laws;  but  he  tolfl  ns 
that  everyone  bad  to  bov^  flown  and  worship  Him.  for 
be  is  the  onlv  door  to  Heaven.     .Vnd  we  may  add  that 
^;g  Irao^ledge  of  ethics  is  no  wider  than  bis  knowledge 
of  historv  nor  of  aatronomy  nor  of  Political  Economy. 
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CUMI'AUATIVK    IfKlilUlONS. 

We  oltcii  hear  ihu  question  ar^ked  wli.it  would  tlUa 
world  do  without  Chriatiauity  y       The  best  uii^fwer  to 
this  question  is:  How  did  it  get  along  l>efore  (JhriBtian- 
ity  existed?      The  llouians  were  in  the  earlier  stages 
ol  their  history  a  religious  people.     They  were  frugal 
in  tlieir  habits,  their  private  lives  were  moral,  and  their 
piety  and  devotion  to  the  gods  was  sincere.        I'heu- 
simple  rules  of  religion  were  observed  and  no  doubts 
nor  scepticism  ever  entered  their  minds.     Their  whole 
lives  wore  devoted  to  agriculture  and  to  practising  the 
manly  virtues.     Thev  lived  good  lives  and  grew  up  to 
be  gotHl  and  honest        u  and  women.     But  when  the 
authority  of  the  republic  was  extended  beyond  the  I'en- 
insula,  when  they  ctune  into  contact  with  other  nation* 
and  other  creeds,  when  tliey  accepted  the  impure  myth- 
ology of  the  Greeks  and  in«'or|x)ratcd  it  with  their  own 
simple  beliefs  about  the  gods,  when  they  became  weal- 
thy and  corrupted  by  their  foreign  concpu'sts;  then  this 
pure  religion  was  forgottt'n,  and  with  their  ol.l  religion 
went  their  manly  virtues  and  good    lives    and     brave 
deeds.     Every  line  of  the  causes  which  destroyed  the 
old  Roman  manly  and  virtuous  civilization   might     be 
said  without  any  change  to  a]>ply  to  the  old  Israelites' 
civilization,  from  the  time   of  Joshua  to  the  time  of 
their    destruction    by    Nobuchadnezzar.       The   same 
causes  invariably  produce  tlie  flame  ePfects:  a«t  it  was 
with  the  Romans  and  Israelite-,  so  was    it    with     the 
Creeks.     While  tboy  believed  in  their  religion  and  in 
manlv  virtues  they  prospered  and  live.l  ffond  nnd  hon- 


63 

est  lives.     But  luxury  undermined  th^v  moraU    and 
Dhilosophy  undermined  their  religious  beliefs.       ino 
^ar^  most  learned  men  among  them  ^^^^ 
examine  into  the  lives  of  their  gods,  and  /«"^^   t'^®. 
rr  to  Z  no  better  than  they  ought  to  have  hoen, 
?h1n    hey  began  to  lose  faith  in  their  old  teachers. 
Any  relSon,  if  believed  in  sincerely  is  a  good  religu>n, 
ior-^Zi  ie  the  best  that  such  a  society  can  under- 
stand.     We  believe  with  the  poet  that:— 

"Gml  tten.lH  Ui«  temhern  ui.to  .-vriv  iiitc 
To  every  clime  and  race  of  men 
With   inspiration   fitted   for  their    growth 
And  shape  of  mind,  n..r  gives  the  .■.•;.hn  ..»  truth 
Unto  the  selflHh  rule  of  one  sole  n».e  «f  men. 

But  knowledge  always  widens,  while  religions  re- 
main  stationary.       They    petrify     unto    unchangins 
forms.     Fresh  problems  arise,  for  which  they  provide 
„.,  solutions,  and  then  disintegration  sets    ui.       This 
wa.  the  condition  of  religion  during  the  times  of  the 
writers  of  Ecclesiastes,  and  the  Book  of  Job,  and  dur- 
ing the  decline  of  the  Jewish  Kingdom.     The  old  re 
liffion  had  become  too  narrow  for  the  increasing  prob- 
lems wh.ch  were  arising  in  the  nUnds  of  thinU.ng  me. 
This  was  the  condition  oi  relig.on    when    Jesus     *as 
born;  it  was  the  condition  of  religion  at  the  por.od  of 
the  Reformation  of  the  Ifith  century;  and  the  Chm- 
tian  religion  is  passing  through  this  cris.s  "ow.     For 
Christianity  fails  to  answer  all  the  rel.gious  problems 
^v]m•h  science  and  wideuiufZ  knoxvlodu,'  demand    of    it. 
We  see  every  day  the  atten-pts  of  well  meanimr  men  to 
resist  the  irresistible;  to  try  to  reconcde  ^^o  o^d  nar^ 
TOW  religions  with  an  ever  widening  science,  and  to  fill 
m,  the  cracks,  sometimes  by  extreme  ritnnl.  sometime, 
bv  revival  meetings,  and  sometime,  by  appealm?  t«  a«- 
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thority;  the  authority  of  men  transforitMMl  into   gods, 
and  of  books  transfonned  into  divine  writings. 

But  this  problem  which  every  religion  had  to  face 
and  did  not  answer,  still  remains  tinanswered.     Thii 
problem  made  an  atheist  of  the  writer  of  the  book  of 
Eoclesiastes,  and  troubled  the  heart  of  the  writer  of 
the  Book  of  Job— and  which  Plato  and  Aristotle  and 
Cicero  and  Lucretims  tried  to  solve  in  vain,  is  still  un- 
solved, viz.:    Is  there  a  moral  ruler  of  this  universe? 
Is  good  rewarded  and  is  evil  punished  ?— People  not 
conversant  with  the  facts  think  that  this  world  pre- 
vious to  Christianity  was  in  a  barharoua  or,  at  least,  a 
semi-barbarous  state,  and  that  Christianity   came     to 
civilize  the  world.     The  very  reverse  of   this    is  the 
truth.     Socit-ty  had  reached  a  very  advanced  state  of 
culture    and    refinement    before     Christianity    came. 
Modem  philosophy  has  given  us  no  greater  name  than 
Plato  and  Aristotle  and   fipicurus.       Modern   poetry 
has  bequeathed  to  mankind  no  sweeter  singers    than 
Hesiod  and  Homer  and  Virgil.     Thucydides  and  Taci- 
tus rank  with  our  best  historians.     There  were  schooU 
of  philosonliy,  and  of  poetry,  and  of  oratory,  where  the 
young  men  of  the  day  were  taught;  and  Demosthenes 
and  Cicero  who  were  taught  in  these  schools   tell    us 
that  their  work  was  thoroughly    done.       The   Au«ns- 
tine  age  of  literature  at  Rome,  and  the  age  of  Plato 
and  Aristotle  in  Greece  compare  favourably  with  the 
Victorian  age  of  England.       Christianity,  instead  of 
aiding  civilization  and  giving  an  impetus  to  the  spread 
of  knowledge,  covered  them  over  with  the  wet  blanket 
of  8\iper9tition,  and  turned  men's  thoughts  from  the 
study  of  soienoe.  to  the  study  of  theological  questions, 
which  may  he  described  as  a  mixture  of  metaphysics 
and  superstition.       The  first  1200  years  of  its  exist- 
ence are  well  called  the  Dark  Ages,  and  well  does  this 
name  roit  those  timea;  for  the  men  of  action  were  en- 
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gagd  in  bloody  religious  wars,  and  the   men   of    the 
Chnrch  spent  their  time  in  acquiring  what  did  not  de- 
eerre  the  name  of  knowledge.    We  are,  to^ay,  trying 
to  unlearn  everything  which  the  old  Fathers  taught  ua 
during  those  1200  terrible  years.     The  history  of  the 
Christian  Church  is  trailed  in  blood,  and  its  wifldom  :* 
bathed  in  superstition.     When  the  world  endeavour ei 
again  to  lift  its  head  out  of  this  ecclesiastical  religion, 
into  which  Christianity  had  sank  it,  it  began  by    re- 
turning to  the  study  of  the  old  Greek  philosopher*-- 
to  Plato  and  Aristotle.       Erasmus,  the  precursor  of 
Luther,  introduced  again  into  Europe    the  study    of 
Greek,  and  with  the  study  of  the  old  Greek  phUowphv 
began  the  age  which  is  called  the  Benaissance.     Juw 
word  means  the  re-birth  of  knowledge  from    beneath 
the  superstitions  of  the  Christian  religion. 
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THE      PKOBLEM      WHICH      KKLKUON      MUST 

SOLVE: -IS  THKIJE   A  MORAL  llULEll 

IN    THE    UNIVEKSE? 


Is  it  true 


that  nature  is  indifferent  to  what  we  call 

■  ■,,,      .      -i  i. n.Ur.^'  +l»Q  nrpnf»hpr  said   ID 


Good  and  Evil?    1b  it  true  wliat  the  preacher  said 


with 


that 


ticeth,  so  it  is 


...^  sorrow:  "As  it  is  waii  lum  mm  sacrit 
with  him  that  sacritireth  nof'V  Is  it  true  what  the 
writ<-r  in  iMclesiastes  said:  "As  it  is  with  tlie  wi.o  man, 
.o  it  iB  with  i\u'.  fool"?  Again  and  again  in  the  l»ro- 
grt'ss  01  huinau  development,  mankind  have  been  lerc- 
ed  into  an  unwilling  reoognition  of  this  truth.  An 
accident  happens;  the  fool  is  spared,  and  the  man  who 
has  a  large  family  dei>ondent  upon  him  is  killed.  Ihe 
captain  who  reads  his  Bible  and  says  Prayers  night  and 
morning,  does  not  save  his  ship  from  the  r<K-ks.  He 
must  »lcpend  upon  his  knowledge  of  navigation.  The 
manifest  disregard  by  nature  of  moral  distinctions  has 
made  iii.-a  disbelieve  that  a  moral  Providenee  ex8t*;or 
if  smh  a  Providence  does  exist,  it  niaki-^  no  distinction 
betwcn  gocxl  and  bad  so  long  as  religion  is  fully  believ- 
e<l  in,  and  a  strong  and  just  government  exists  which 
punishes  crimes  against  itself,  things  move  alon^'  with- 
out, any  .luestions  being  aske.l:  but  when  great  cata- 
clysms Come  ujion  a  nation,  and  sorrow  and  sulTering 
re*uh  the  heart  of  every  man  and  woman,  then  men  ap- 
peal to  the  go<ls  and  ask  theinselvas  the  question:  Is 
there  a  moral  Ruler  of  this  universe  that  rewards  the 
fiood  and  punishes  the  evil? 

It  was  during  one   of  those  periods  of  civil  warj 
in  Italy,  when  Society  was  convuhed    to    its     centre. 
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when  manneru  had  became  depraved  and  justice  cor- 
nmted,  and  the  political  fabric  had  collapsed,  that  Ci- 
c«ro  the  statesman  and  orator,  and  Vellius  the  Kpicu- 
rean,  and  Balbus  the  Stoic,  and  Cotta    the     Poutitex 
Maximus  met  one  evening  at  the  villa  of  Cicero  to  dib- 
CUS8  the  question,  "Concerning  the  nature  of  the  god^. 
—Their  arguments  can  be  used  to-day  by  intelligent 
men  and  women  who  discuss  these  same  questions  now: 
for  the  conditions  of  religion  are  not  very  much  ditter 
ent.     The  discussion  opens  with  Vellius,    who    tells 
what  the  Epicurean  belief  was.     They  were  the  scien- 
tists of  that  day-the  men  of  intellect,  the  statesmen 
and  the  business  men  of  the  world.     Tlie  toaehmg  of 
Kpicurus  liad  broadened  considerably   since  his    time, 
until  It  had  l>ecome  svnonomous  with  what  we,  in  Una 
day,  call  "materialism."     They  taught  that  we  must 
gather  facts  bv  means  of  observation  and    experiment, 
that  we  must  Veason  from  these  facts,  ami  that  know- 
ledge was  limited  to  \hv  resrion  of  sensible  experience. 
The  earth  had  been  created  by  natural  laws  and  wafl 
governed  by  these  laws,  and  no  external  power  could 
interfere  with  them.     The  Epicurean  condescended  to 
yield  to  Philosophy  and  popular  prejudice,  bo  much  as 
to  admit  that  there  might  be  beings  called  gods,  but 
if  there  were  anv  such  beings,  they  ha.1    no   concern 
about  man;     because  if  they  did  concern  themselvw 
about  men,  it  would  be  well  with  the  good  and  ill  «^th 
the  wicked,  which  it  is  not.     We  have  no  proof  QxtX 
th«re  is  any  external  power  which  interferes  with  th« 
1aw«  of  nature.     Men  are  a  race  above  the  animals, 
but  men  care  nothing  about  the  beetles;  so  if  there  «re 
gUt,  they  may  look  upon  us  as  we  look  upon  beetles 
or  fli«.     W«  will  attend  to  our  buainegs  every  day  and 
dfl  tke  bwt  we  «Mi;  to  do  whet  is  right  pays  in  the 
long  run.  even  shonli  there  be  no  reward.     When  the 
Ubh  ceme«  tot  u»  to  die,  we  will  tnlwit  to  omr  fate 
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heroically.  That  mankind  would  worship  beings  wuo 
wi-re  always  indifferent  to  them  was  not  to  be  expect- 
ed. If  philosophy  has  not  already  destroyed  the  be- 
lief in  the  gods,  it  will  soon  do  so. 

Thus  apoke  Vellius,  the  Epicurean,  using  arguments 
that  are  used  by  scientists  in  the  present  day .     Then 
lialbus,  the  Stoic,  replied,  defending  the  gods  and  at- 
tempting to  prove  their  existence  and  their  regard  for 
men.     Ue  reasoned  from  tradition  and  from  natural 
philosophy.     He  said  though  there  were  no  miracles 
being  performed  now,  yet  their  existence  is  an  estab- 
lished fact  of  history.       Oracles  had  been  performed 
at  Delphi  and  elsewhere,  prophesying   many     strange 
truths,  aBd  the  art  of  diyination  had  been    practised 
from  the  earliest  times.     We  must  accept  tiiese,  or 
the  study  of  history  is  useless.     If  there  are  natural 
laws,  there  must  be  a  lawgiver;  we  see  design  in  every 
part  of  nature.     The  adoption  of  means  to  tnvU  in  tue 
parts  of  animals  show  an  intelligent  Creator.       The 
eye  and  the  ear  and  lungs  show  wonderful  ingenuity 
and  contrivance.       The  motion  of  the  stars  and  the 
regularity  of  the  operations  of  nature  prove  that  tne 
gods  take  an  interest  in  mankind.     Anticipating  Pa- 
ley's  argument  of  a  watch,  called  the  argument  from 
design,  and  spanning  1800  years  of  time,  he  proved  a 
designing  mind  from  the  works  of  an  intelligent  creat- 
or; hut  the  difficulty  still  remained.     There  might  be 
an  Intelligent  Creator,  but  does  he  pay  any  regard  to 
good  and  evil? — Does  he  help  the  good  and  punish  the 
wicked?    Addressing  himself  to  the  central  problem, 
and  facing  tht  difficulty  boldly,    he    said— That    the 
moral  virtues,  Valour,  Wisdom.    Charity    and     Piety, 
should  be  cultivated  and  worshipped;  that  the  steady 
practise  of  the  moral  virtues  was  a  wiser  course  of  ac- 
tion than  any  intelligent  foresight. 

You  say  thai  yoa  can  see  no  sign  of  a  moral  Pro- 
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Yidence— that  the  Virtues  themselves  are  Providence. 
Justice  may  not  be  perfect,— crimes  may  be  left  un- 
punished—but Virtue  in  the  end  will  bring    its   sure 
reward.     We  must  be    patient;  the  gods  may  not  be 
able  to  achieve  everything  at  once;  but  let  ut*  stead- 
fastly go  on  practising  Virtue.     What  beautiful  teach- 
ings from  this  great  Stoic;  and  yet  this  meeting  at  Ci- 
cero's villa  was  held  30  yeara  before  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
The  Christian  religion  came,  and  in  time  was    estaVj- 
lished  by  law,  and  in  the  plaee  of  this  beautiful  phil- 
osophy of  the  Stoics,  it  gave  us  a  religion  where  faith 
was  the  chief  requisite  for  entrance  into  the  Kingdom 
of   Beaven.     Believe  that  Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God 
and  he  saved;  refuse  to  believe  that  He  died  on  the 
Cross  to  save  you  and  me,  and  you  are  lost.     You  nre 
not  allowed  to  use  reason,  the  more  you  accept  every- 
thing with  your  eyes  shut  the  belter  it  will  be  for  you. 
What  a  miserable  substitute  for  the  divine  teachings 
of  the  philosophers. 

But  to  conclude  the  discussion  at  the  Villa  C'otta  the 
Pontifex  Majcimus  (Pope)   gives  his  reasons   why  the 
gods  should  be  upheld;  and  his  arguments  mnst  be  re- 
freshing rending  to  many  of  our  old  orthodox  clergy, 
the  duty  of  his  office  requested  him  to  defend  the  reli- 
gion estal    shed  by  law.  he  said,  and  he  was  bound  to 
maintain  the  laws  of  the  State.     Xo  argument  would 
shake  his  faith.    The  ceremonials  of  Religion  were  the 
pillars  of  the  Roman  commonwealth,  and  the  immortal 
gods  sustained  these  pillars.     The  authority  of  my  an- 
cestors is  sufficient  for  me.     Balbus  and  Vellius  ap- 
peal to  reason,  but  see  where  reason  leads  you  to?    If 
the  ffods  exist,  and  the  world  is  ruled  by  them,  why  is 
it  bad  with  the  pood  and  well  with  the  wicked  ?     You 
know  that  a  State  is  badly  ordered  when  the  wicked 
pTOaper  and  the  good  suffer;  and  the  gods  should  rule 
better  than  men.    Reason  as  yon  will,  no  question  about 
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character  is  asked  by  nature.     And  you  tell  us  thai  if 
the  godfl  forget  to  punish  a  wicked  nian,  they  will  pun- 
ish his  children.     What  strange  justice  this  in— to  pun- 
ish the  innocent  lor  the  wicked?      And  you  expect  us 
to  pray  to  these  unjust  gods!     My  advice  to  you,  J, 
to  leave  the  gods  alone;  l>elieve  in  them  on  the  autho- 
rity of  your  ancestors;  they   knew  more  tiuiu  we  do; 
if  you  begin  to  reason  you  are  lost.     I  myself  believe 
without  reascm  and  1   mean   to    maiutuin    the     laws. 
Thus  reasone<l  these  three  philosophers;  each  from  hi* 
own  standpoint;  and  though  1900  years  have  passeu, 
we  hear  these  same  arguments  to-day  and  w<'  are  facing 
these  s^ame  problems  which  the  old  Stoics  faced,    and 
we  have  not  answered  them.       Christianity  hag  shed 
no  light   on  this  unfathomable  deep.     We  have  heard 
about  faith  resting  upon  authority  and  dispensing  with 
reason;  but  we  ask,  what  docs  authority   rest  upon? 
And  we  are  told  that  it  rests  upon  faith.       We  have 
now  scon  the  authority  of  the  old  Bible  melt  like  mist 
before  the  morning  sun;  we  have  seen  the  new,  when 
subjected  to  historical  criticism,  to  be  no  better  than 
the  old:  we  have  seen  Jesus  with  His    Kingdom     of 
Heaven,  and  Paul  with  his  immortality  alike  fade  from 
our  view ;  they  belong  to  the  shadowy  past .       A  new 
condition  of  things  confront  us.     Science  must  take 
up  the  mantle  as  it  falls  from  the  shoulders  of  religions 
past  and  gone. 
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THK   COKRECT   VIEW   OF  LIFE  IS  TO  UNUEK- 
STAND     TiAW. 

We  have  now  seen  that  there  is  no  Heavenly  Father 
who  interferes  with  His  own  laws,  as  tanght  by  JesM, 
but  there  may  be  a  Father  who  govern*  by  law.    We 
know  more  than  the  old  prophets  knew,  and  we  know 
more  than  the  Greeks  and  Roman  philosophers  knew; 
for  we  have  learnt  something  about  God  from  history 
and  from  science.     We  have  learnt  that  He  is  a  God 
of  law  who  governs-T)y  laws  that  change  not.     He  ctoes 
not  want  the  blood  of  bulls  nor  of  goats,  as  a   smell- 
ine  (sacrifice,  as  Moses  taught;  nor  is  He  turned  aside 
from  His  ways  by  prayers  and  psalms,  as  Presbyterian, 
and  Methodists  preach.     There  is  one  way  to  under- 
stand  God,  and  that  is  to  try  and  understand  His  laws 
„nd  obey  them.     If  a  bow  is  bent  it  will  straighten  it- 
self, and  anyone  who  is  in  the  way  will   get  hurt;    it 
makes  no  difference  whether  he  be  good  or  bad.       ir 
vou  strike  a  man  in  the  face,  he  will  strike  you  back,- 
control  your  temper  and  avoid  trouble.     If  you  treat 
a  man  with  kindness  and  consideration  you  will  likely 
be  rewarded:  and  if  you  are  not  rewarded  you  will  have 
the  satisfaction  of  having  done  your  duty.    Nearly  all 
the  miwry  which  has  come  upon  men  on  this  earth  has 
come  through  their  not  being  able  to    control    their 
paspions.     Vanitv  is  the  cause  of  n  preat  deal  of  trou- 
ble ;  selfishness  is  the  cause  of  much  more .     Therefore 
these  three  off-shoots  of  the  human  mind  are  affiinst 
Nature's  laws,  and  if  you  wish  to  be  happy  and  live  in 
accordance  with  Gbd's  ways  you  must  avoid  these  para- 
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Hitet.     Much  trouble  has  come  upon  mankind  through 
prieBti,  when  they  had  the  power  of  Kicking  laws  nar- 
rower than  Nature's  hwB,  and  forcing  men    to    obejr 
these  laws  by  calling  them  Uod's  laws.       Much  are 
many   of  the  narrow  lawv    which    Freebyteriane    and 
HethodiBts  have  made  for  thu  observation  of  the  Sab- 
bath.    Nature  demands  no  observance  of  any  special 
day,  nor  does  it  call  any  day  sacred;  but  a  day  of  rest 
under  our  present  strenuous  gocial  conditions  is  neces- 
sary for  the  body  and  the  mind.     Ther*^  is  no  use  for 
our  being  wiser  than  Uod.     The  laws  which  we  made 
regulating  the  relations  of  the    sexes    are     narrower 
than  Nature  demands,  and  thi^  result  is  deception  and 
lying.     There  is  no  use  being  wiser  than  God.       We 
should  face  every  difficulty    houestly.       Of     course, 
eocleeiastee  arc  always  right,  iind  everyone  else  is  al- 
ways wrong.     They  have  the  special  privilege  of  mak- 
ing narrow  unnatural  laws  and  forging  God's  name  to 
them;  they  have  done  this  for  1800   years,    and    thoy 
have  caused  bloody  wars  and  wicked  hatred?  between 
men  and  botwern  nations,  and  all  this  from  their  liav- 
ing  taken  too  narrow  a  view  of  this  beautiful  world  gov- 
eme<l   by    N'atnre's  laws.     1  have  never  soon  any  law 
of  Nnturt'  asking  that   God    should    be     worshipped. 
Law  requires  not  worship,  hut  obedience.       Do  your 
duty,  obey  Nature's  laws  and  do  not  cringe  to  God  or 
man.     Do  not  believe   in  es«»'noes  nor  in  substances, 
nor  in  the  imaginary  holinps<  which  comes    from     the 
layinp  on  of  the  hands  of  Ilisliops.       Such  talismans 
have  come  to  us  from  the  superstitions    of    ijrnorant 
ages.     Nature  gives   no   warrant  for  such    theoloirical 
impostures.     It  may  be  po*:8il)le  that  the  first  to  ereet 
us  in  the  other  world  will  he  our  friends  and  loved  ones 
who  have  gone  on  hofore,  and  that  we  shall  not  meet 
the  ^ods  there  any  more  than  we  meet  them  here;  but 
we  will  find  that  world  governed  by  laws  the  same  a» 
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this  one.  We  may  And  that  life  is  a  consUnt  progret- 
■ion  in  the  next  life,  a»  it  ia  in  thii  one,  for  thoee  who 
underaUnd  and  obey  Nature'a  law»,  and  n  couBUnt  rt- 
trogreaaion  for  thote  who  fail  to  understand  and  olwy 
them.  We  shall  likely  find  over  there  that  we  sHall 
rei^  as  we  have  sowed  and  that  we  are  punished  by 
our  sins  not  for  them.  Those  who  have  )»oen  able  to 
come  to  us  with  a  message  from  the  other  side  of  h(^ 
tell  us  that  this  spirit  world,  liko  tliis  material  world, 
is  governed  by  law*.  "We  feel  that  there  is  a  Ood 
who  over-ruleth  all  things;  but  knowlodge  we  do  not 


poMess,"  said  Dr. 


Hodgson,  after  ho  jiensod  to  the 
world  of  spirits.  Worlds,  yea  millions  of  worlds, 
teeming  with  life,  move  along  their  orbit<«  in  ol)edienc- 
to  laws  so  perfect  that  not  a  leaf  is  moved  nor  a  ripple 
formed  upon  the  ocean  of  ether.  To  try  to  undi^r- 
itand  these  laws  will  keep  us  busy  in  this  world,  and 
likely  in  the  next.  Let  us  leave  to  theologians  .inl 
fools  the  discossion  about  the  god«! 
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.sl'lUlTUALlSM    THE    UASIS    OF    EVKKY    TKLE 

KKLKJION. 

Tho  ultl  Jewish   people  believed  that  Jehovali   was 
ulwa)»  wall  them,  ulwuy«  pieseut  to  help  tliein,  aii.l  al- 
ways at  their  call  when  they  wanted  to  sixjak  to  Him. 
He  did  not  live  in  a  wall-girt  city,  milliuua  of    mles 
awuy  u<  our  Christian  lioU   live^,  .-lUmg  on  a  throne 
in  a  city  paved  w.tli  gold.     Amund  whicli  throne  are 
Mttiiig  Jesus  and  his  twelve  apostle...     Samuel,  d.ap. 
ija,  gives  UB  some  idea  of  how  David  looked  upon  Ood: 
'Therefore,  Dav.d  enquired  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Shall 
1  go  and  8iu;te  the  Philistine??       And  the  Lor'   ^ald 
unto   David,  go  and   smite   tlie    lMul..4ines    and    oave 
Ke-hih       .      .       And  it  came  to  i^ss  when  Abiathar, 
the  son  of  Abimelech,  fled  to  David  to  Keilah,  that  he 
came  down  with  an   Ki-hod  in  his  liand.     And  David 
knm    that    Saul    =3^.  vetlv    praitised    mi.^»h,ef     against 
him;    and    he    .aid    to    Abiathar-     liring     hither     the 
Epl.od.     Then  Siud  David:  O  l.o.d  Cod  of  Hrael.  Ihy 
servant  hath  certainly  hear.)  that  Sniil  sreketh  to  eome 
to  Keilah  to  destroy  the  rity  fr-r  my  sake.     W^'l  '-|^« 
uwr.   of  Keilah   deliver   in-'   np  into  his  han<l>^?       Wil 
Saul  oom.'  down  as  Thv  s<nant  hath  heard?     0  l.'-rd 
flod  of  Isrnol.  I  beseech  Thee,  tell  Thy  servant.      And 
the  Lord  said.  Me  will    omo  down."     Now.  this  praver 
of  Davxl  is  n..t  like  a    prayer    which    a     Presbyterian 
Minister  would  offer  uj)  to  his  god.  who  dwells  tn  the 
wall-^irt  citv.        Bvit   it  is  just  the  question    which    a 
man  would  aRk  throupb  a  me.tiiun.  and    the     answe- 
which  T>avid  got  is  just   the  answer  whieh  a  medi.nr. 
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would  give.     An  iimueiliate  antswer,  direct,  ami  to  tuo 
point.      That  Abiathar  waa  the  ilediuui,  and  liiat  !)•- 
vid  Bpoke  through  him  to  noino  spirit  friendu  ia  now 
clear  to  everyone  who  haa  ever  inve»tigated  tliu  subjtsci 
of  Mt'durnship.     This  God  of    David  was  a  persoiiui 
ever  prt'Bcnt  (Unl  to  liim,  a  apirit  friend,  always  willing 
to  help  him  and  to  give  hiiu  advice.      Bu    thi.-»  living 
and  iiiBpiring  faith  of  David  in  an  ever  present  (iod, 
has  been  buried  beneath  the  mouldering  pages  of  old 
manuseripta.       ChnstianB  now  worship    an   imaginary 
r.od  (Iwiliing  in  an  imaginary  Heaven,  and  the  '.vmg 
fiiith  of  David  that  his  God  was  t>  fiiend  to  whom  he 
could  Piicak  at  any  time  through  a  Modium.  and  get 
an  answer  at  once,  ia  burif>d  'teneatl.  volumes  of  ecrUsi- 
astical  rubbish.     ChristianH  to-day  never  get  a  direct 
answer  from  their  gods,  shut  up  behind  walls;  and  they 
never  expect  an  answer.        David's^   prayer   was   a   re- 
quest for  8om»thinp  tliat  he  wanted    to    know     rigut 
away,  and  needed  this  information    very    had.       Thj 
prayer  of  a  Presbyterian  Minister  is  a  request  to  (»od 
fo  do  one  hundred  and  one  things  which  Ood  secm^  to 
have  npglei^ted  to  do.     It  is  an  egotistical  rebuke,  tell- 
ing him  that  he  does  not  know  his*  business. 

Christians  of  this  day  worship  a  book.     They  be- 
lieve in   superstitious  bibliolotry,  and   they  believe  in 
woi«hipping  a  man-made  God.   who  died    1800   yea'" 
ago.     They  somehow  believe  that  this  God  will  come 
back  again  to  earth  at  some  future  time,  and  sit  in 
jndgment  upon  those  who  dare  to  think  for  themselves, 
and  disbelieve  his  enigmatical  statements.       But  in  .\ 
living,  present  God,  such  as  David  believed  in,  they  do 
not  believe .     Paul's  belief  was  like  David's  for  he  be- 
lieved  that  JesfUB  waa  always  present  with    him,     to 
help  him  a*  every  turn.       And    the    early   Christian* 
beliered  that  Jesns  was  al'say*  preRsnt    with    th«n. 
And  this  belief  of  the  early  Chriatian  Church  in  Spirit- 
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ualiaui  accounta  for  the  rapid  iucccM  which  it  m*de. 
I'liey  believed  that  he  w  i  alwaya  proBent  with  them 
fiyhtiug  their  battles  ag.       '    Paganism. 

But  the  Jeaus  of  our  c  ,  s  shut  up  in  Heaven  with 
the  Father  behind  walls,  tad  the  Church  holds  the 
keys  to  the  gates  of  this  niau-made  Utaven.  And  they 
liave  buried,  and  they  continue  to  bury,  true  spiritual 
religion  beneath  volumes  of  nietaphysieal  arguments 
and  ecclesiastical  verbiage.  No  one  to-day  believes  m 
the  Bible  as  our  forefathers  believed  in  it— as  the  in- 
spired word  ol  God.  That  belief  is  dead.  .And  it  is 
a  short  step  from  a  dead  Bible  to  a  dead  Uod.  .Vnd  the 
God  of  the  Christian  Church  is  a  dead  God,  buried 
within  his  wall-girt  Heaven,  millions  of  miles  away. 

At  tile    Reformation,    Protestantism     appealed    to 
Ifeasou  against  the  superstitions  of  liome,  and  set  the 
IJible  down  as  the  foundation  stone  upon  which  Uea- 
son  should  rest.     But  they  soon  broke  up  into  a  mul- 
titude of  sects,  each  writing  its  own  l^recds  and  Cate- 
chisms.    Bitter  enmity  and  strife  took  the  place  of 
the  one  orthodox  Church.       The  Episcopalians  hated 
and  persecuted  and  murdered   the  Presbyterians,  and 
they,  when  they  had  the  power,  returnett  the  compli- 
ment.    It  was  the  old  story  of  bigotry  and  intolerance 
towards  the  opinions  of  others.     "When  you  have  th*? 
jjower.  it  is  your  duty  to  tolerate  me,  because  I  am  in 
the  right,  and  when  I  have  the  power  it  is  my  duty  to 
persecute  you,  because  you  are  in  the  wrong,"      This 
was  and  is  to^ay,  the  spirit  of  Protestantism.       But 
the  goddess  of  Reason  refused  to  be  bound  to  the  new 
tyrant  of  Protestantism,  and  ske  reared  a  new  templ« 
to  herself  and  called  it  Agnosticism,  and  she  opened 
fire  upon   the  old  temple,  and  made  it  uninhabitable 
for  intelligent  men.       A  most  unfortunate  step    for 
Protestantism  was  this  appeal  to  Reason. 

A  new  John  the  Baptist  haa  arisen,  and  he  preachee 


BpirituuliBin,  awl  this  new  teacher  tfills  ub  that  God  i» 
living  now  in  the  midst  of  his  own  people,  just  as  he 
did  in  David's  time,  and  that  we  can  speak  to  Uim  and 
get  inmiediate  answers,  as  David  did.  And  we  feel 
that  the  intense  earnestness  of  Paul  is  still  with  ui, 
and  his  belief  in  spirit  communion  is  again  being  re- 
vived. And  we  know  that  we  can  get  immediate  and 
intelligent  answers,  if  we  obey  the  laws  which  join  the 
two  worldi^,  and  use  Mediums  as  David  did.  And  we 
know  that  "the  spirit  world  around  this  world  of  >.enso 
floats  like  an  atmosphere,"  and  that  the  spirits  of  our 
friends  are  inspiring  our  great  men  to  solve  our  pre- 
sent problems,  as  sure  and  as  safw  as  any  revelation  of 
the  past.  They  are  around  us.  and  with  us;  and  we 
can  speak  to  them  and  ask  them  questions,  nnd  they 
can  answiT  ihem.  The  deadening  teat-hing  of  1'rote.s- 
tanti^m  is  passing  away,  and  a  living  spiritual  life  is 
beginning  to  dawn. 

The  Metaphysical  God  of  theologians  is  getting 
descrepid  and  old,  and  totterinj;  to  his  fall.  Spirit- 
ualism and  science  have  joined  hands,  and  they  tell  us 
about  a  sure  and  continuous  communication  between 
the  great  and  the  good  of  both  worlds.  They  tell  us 
that  the  (ir«t  to  welcome  us  across  the  l)ord»'rInnd  will 
be  our  spirit  friends,  who  are  waiting  with  outstretched 
arms  to  greet  us  and  bid  us  welcome  to  our  new  homes. 
Instead  of  a  living  God,  Protestantism  has  given  ui 
metaphyseal  masks.  Instead  of  the  living  .lesus  of 
Paul,  they  give  us  a  metaphysical  Jeaus  in  a  wafer. 
What  a  travesty  upon  common-sense  I 

T  may  truthfully  say  that  the  business  men  in  the 
large  American  ciiles,  otitside  of  the  Roman  Catliolics. 
have  lost  faith  in  the  supernatural.  They  are  nearly 
all  materialicts.  and  thev  laugh  nt  you  when  you  speak 
of  a  world  of  spirits  where  your  friends  nre  now  living. 
and  taking  an  interest  in  your  welfare.     They  have  a 
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\agiu-  idi'u  of  a  God  living  simifcwhert'  in  space.  But, 
oa  Jesus  Christ  and  his  atoning  sacrifice  they  look  ask- 
ance. They  have  an  idea  that  if  they  do  the  best  they 
can  here,  they  will  get  justice  over  tliere;  and  when 
H«ey  die  they  all  feel  llmt  they  are  taking  a  leap  into 
tlie  dark.  Protestantism,  with  its  doctrine  of  Justili- 
cation  by  Faitli,  and  the  Atonemont,  have  paved  the 
way  for  .Vtheism,  Materialism  and  .Vgno-ticisin.  These 
are  the  fruits  of  the  Hefomiation  and  tlie  appeal  to 
i{i>a!ion . 

Hut  Spiritualism  lias  r«»nn'  to  the  rescue    (»f    man- 
kind, and  has  given  to  men  a  new  liiMW  of  a  brighter 
world  beyond.     A  world  where  the  first  to  greet  them 
will   be  their  friends  and    their  loved  ones.        Not  a 
world    where   sloths   are  playing     up.m    hari«s.    but    a 
world  of  intense  eneriry.  where  every  fucultv  will  come 
into  play.       The  musician  will  find  the  fullest  -scope 
for  hip  genius,  so  will  the  actor,  and  the  statisman,  and 
the   orator.     Sir  Isaac    .Vewton  and  Sir    .lohn     Hirs- 
chol  will    find   there   the  fullc-^t   scope    for      practising 
their  ^tudy  of  astronomy.     The   theologians   will  still 
be   prcMching  theology,  for  he  has   not  yot    seen   Cod. 
nnd  lie  still  has  all  kinds  of  theories  about  ibe  Fathe.', 
and  the  Son,  and  the  Holv  Obost.     Peatb   is  but  tho 
rft-birth  into  the  wider  world,  which  lie^  all  iuound  us, 
—one  stop  upward  on  the  grent  ladder  of  Eternity. 


7d 


Epilogue. 


THE  MIKADO  WRITES  KING  GEORGE. 

The  following  letter  is  said  to  have  been  written  by 
the  Mikado  of  Japan  to  King  George  of  England,  af- 
ter he  had  learned  that  the  assembled  divines,  meeting 
as  a  Missionary  Association  at  Edinburgh  last  Juno  had 
joined  their  churches  together  to  make  a  combined 
missionary  attack  upon  Japan  and  the  other  Eastern 
nations . 

To  King  George  V.  of  England. 

My  Dear  Brother— I  notice  by  the  papers  that  thero 
is  a  great  gathering  of  the  Christian  Religions  in  a 
city  of  your  realm  called  Edinburgh  for  the  purpose 
o!  uniting  and  pressing  with  greater  vigour  what  they 
.all  the  Christianizing  of  the  heathen.  The  word 
l,.>athen,  as  1  understand  it,  is  a  term  of  contempt 
which  vour  people  apply  to  all  who  do  not  believe  in 
their  religion.  The  Jews  applied  a  similar  term  of 
reproach  to  other  nations  and  the  Christians  borrowed 
this  bad  custom  from  them. 

Before  we  allow  these  ^elf -styled  benefactors  of 
mankind  to  come  here  and  make  trouble  amongst  our 
people,  by  upsetting  our  idea*  on  religion  and  ethics 
and  making  disturbances  in  our  families,  by  setting 
the  father  against  his  sons  and  the  mother  against  her 
daughters,     and     making    unbappinesa    and     discord 
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throuj!;h<»«t  thin  land,  we  would  ask  you  a  few  qupHtiona 
about  this  Christian  Kcligioi!  which  wo  would  like  you 
to  answer  as  one  friend  would  answer  another.  Yoa 
may  get  the  chief  men  in  your  country  to  help  you  in 
thiti  work  if  you  deem  their  assistanee  nwessary;  but 
af»  you  are  the  head  of  this  Religion  in  your  country, 
you  will  bi'  able,  personally,  to  answer  these  questions 

The  bas's  of  our  l{eligion,  1  may  say  broadly,  w 
that  good  act  ions  are  considered  to  be  more  important 
than  tbeologieal  diseusjiions  eoneerning  queetions  which 
none  of  us  know  very  much  about,  and  which  arc  con- 
timjally  shifting  their  base  as  knoweldge  increa»*eB. 
We  believe  tliat  the  basis  of  true  religion  is  duty,  duty 
to  our  fellow  n>en,  and  respect  and  rec-ognition  towards 
our  friends  an<l  relatives  who  have  passed  over  to  the 
world  of  spirits. 

We  also  reverence  and  wor!*hip  that  infinite  jmwer 
which  is  above  and  beyond  us  all.  We  are  closely  al- 
lied in  thoufrht  with  that  band  of  men  who  are  called 
Spiritualists  in  your  country.  We  do  not  attempt  to 
define  and  particularise  thiiifrs  which  we  do  not  know. 
We  notice  that  in  your  country  there  are  a  great 
many  religions,  and  each  on«  say?  that  it  alone  is 
right.  Would  it  not  be  wise  for  your  priests  to  settle 
their  own  difference  before  they  come  to  our  country 
to  teach  us? 

If  you  all  get  your  opinions  from  one  book  which 
your  priest«  claim  to  be  infallible,  bow  is  it  that  you 
are  not  agree<l  among  yourselves?  This  book,  your 
priests  claim,  was  written  h\  vour  Ood,  and  this  fiod 
expressed  himself  so  imperfectly  that  no  one  now  un- 
derstands what  He  said,  and  the  result  is  that  He  hai 
made  troiiWe  and  confusion  all  over  your  kingrlom, 
through  his  lack  of  clearness  of  expresBion .  Now  thii 
Ood  of  vouw  may  make  trouble  and  confusion  in  Jap- 
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an,  aud  before  we  let  llim  in  iiuru  we  want  to  know 
sometluug  about  Uim. 

My  learned  men  tell  me  that  he  wai*  at  one  tiuie 
the  God  of  the  Jews,  that  He  coimuanded  and  incited 
thcra  to  kill  and  butcher  in  cold  bluoJ  many  innocent 
people,  men,  wunit-n  and  children,  and  sometimoH  in  his 
fury  he  ordered  even  the  cattle  to  be  destroyed.  Will 
you  please  tell  me,  if  my  learned  men  have  got  these 
facts  correctly.  You  should  know,  being  His  repre- 
sentative in  your  country.  And  one  King  called  Da- 
vid, whom  we  in  this  <jo\intry  look  upon  as  a  very  bad 
man.  as  he  but^^^hercd  innocent  women  and  children, 
and  lied  and  committed  adultery,  and  lived  a  very  bad 
life  as  we  in  Japan  view  life,  and  died  with  a  conunand 
to  his  son  to  kill  a  pour  nuiii  whom  he  said  he  had 
forgiven,  showing  that  ii  s  death  was  no  better  than 
his  life.  This  man,  your  Christian  Religion  '^alk  a 
saint,  and  you  sing  at  your  worship  services  some  of 
his  poems,  which  are  in  .lapan  looked  upon  as  vulgar 
and  sensual.  Will  you  please  <ay  if  tlic^e  things  are 
facts? 

This  liod,  we  learn  from  reading  His  own  book,  wa-> 
not  only  a  vindictive  God  but  he  was  a  partial  Ood — 
for  as  He  Himself  states,  some  nations  he  loved  and 
other  nations  He  hated:  He  was  i>artiat  to  the  Jews, 
so  they  say;  how  a  just  and  a  good  (!od  could  show 
partiality  to  any  race  or  to  any  individtial  we  cannot 
understand.  If  He  is  a  partial  God,  we  do  not  want 
Him  here  in  Japan,  as  he  may  be  partial  to  our  ene- 
mies, and  hurt  us;  my  learned  men  have  read  me  a 
great  many  sayings  from  his  book  that  T  do  not  like; 
the  fact  is  that  there  is  very  little  in  this  l>ook  that 
would  make  a  good  man  l>etter;  or  a  bad  man  gooil 
Please  say  if  these  things  are  facts? 

We  understand  that  many  of  your  greateot   schol- 
ars and  scientists  and    thinker«    have    discarded     this 
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ChriBtian  Keligion.  and  call  it  an  immoral  an.l  un^Mcu- 
tifio  religion.  One  of  your  own  adviser**,  the  Hon. 
John  Morley,  a  clear  thinker  and  a  good  man,  saya, 
.•Sci.n...  when  .he  has  aicon,pli«hed  all  her  triumpln 
in  her  own  order;  will,  when  the  time  comes,  as»iHt  m 
building  up  a  creed  by  which  men  can  live;  this  creed 
must  he  iu  harmony  with  our  intellectual  conception, 
of  truth  and  .ueroy  and  justice."  Wc  believe  that 
Mr  Mori.v  is  right,  and  that  science  is  opening  up  tlic 
wav  for  u8  to  understand  better  our  relationship  to 
ourselves  and  to  God. 

Please  do  not  send  us  a  r.-ligion  which  is  based  up- 
on th.^.to^'ical  letren.ls.  and  .rude  superstitions  which 
vour  own  best  men  have  ,lis.«rded.  Are  t.hes..  things 
'true?  Is  it  a  fact  that  your  greatest  scholar.  ..nd 
tbinker.  have  either  lost  or  are  losin-  faith  m  tl>.. 
Christian  Religion ?  Please  let  us  know,  for  tlus  li 
verv  important. 

We    understand    that  the  very  cornerstone    of  this 
,..|,gion.  what  vou  call  the  doctrine  of  the  atonen.ent 
p  the  old  s.torv  that  the  lirst  man    and    vvom.n    wera 
placed  >n  a  garden  bv  Ood  and  that  the  wonn.n  took  an 
apnb-  whuh  <he   was  told   not  to  take,  that   she  gave 
this  apple  al>o  to  her  husband  who  also  ate    ,t     and 
fonnd  it  good  eating,  and  that  this  is  the  ongm  of  Sin. 
thai  iH^fore  this  act  everything  went  alon-  decently  ani 
in  order,  and   that  immediately  after    this    evervbodv 
went  wrong;  that  beasts  began  to  eat  one  another  and 
that  men  began  to  bate  and  kill  one  another.       The 
5torv  sav  that  this  Ood  had  to  be  appeased,  for  he  was 
v«rv  anjrrv  because  be  was  disobeyed;  and  m  order  to 
n.ake  tbinu^s  right  ..ain.  be  bad  to  kill  Tlis  own  Son: 
bnt  as  a  matter  ..f  fmt.  things  were    no   Vn^tter    after 
the  Son  was  killed  than  before.     We  in  Japan  cannot 
t;oe  why  r.od  did  not  forgive  this  poor  woman,  a^  he  is 
ftlwavs   telling  other,  to  forgive  their  enem.es.        H" 
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might  liave  set  a  good  example  that  otiiera  might  fol- 
low, especially  as  He  tells  in  His  book  of  many  times 
where  He  has  changed  his  mind.     This  Christian  God 
everyone  in  your  country  is  praying  Him  to  cliange 
His  iniiul  and  do  what  tiwy  want  Ilim  to  do.      If  Hu 
listened  to  everybody  He  would  by  this  lime  Ito  crazy. 
We  remember  well  here  'n  Japan,  that  during  tlie  war 
with  Russia,  that  they  held  up  "ikons"    before    Him 
ami  prayed  Him  to  destroy  us.     They  were  sure  that 
they  were  right  and  the  Christian  God  would  decide  for 
them  by  the  law  of  battles,  but  their  God  wa«  either 
powerlegK  to  help  them  or  did  not  care  nuicli  h<»w  the 
vtru^glo  vfm  settled. 

We  in  Japan  look  uj^n  this  conception  of  a  God  as 
very  foolish.     If  He  overrules  all  thin;?s.  Me  must  be 
allowed  to  know  more  tlian  we  do  here,  and  we  should 
have  enough  faith  in  Him  to  trust  Him  to  act  for  the 
best  in  all  things.     Hnt  your  people  are  always  pray- 
ing to  Him  for  rain  and  every  other  thing  utider  the ' 
sun;  this  seems  to  us,  in  Japan,  8<»  foolish.  a«  it  makes 
yon  dictate  to  Gotl  what  He  oiijrht  to  do:  He  certainly 
is  old  enough  to  know  His  own    mind    by    this    time. 
Please  tell  us  if  our  reasoning  is  correct  on  thi?  point. 
But  to  come  Itack  to  the  old  story  of  the  Garden, 
I  understand   that  your  priept,<<.  after   believing   liter- 
ally this  story  for  1800  years  have  now  discanled  it; 
some  saying  that  it    is   an    allegory     (whatever     that 
mean?)  and  others  say  that  the  story  was  copied  bodily 
from  an  older  story  taken  from  the   Chaldeans,    who 
were  the  ancestors  of  the  Jews.     So  instead  of  Ood 
having  written  this  story,  as  your  priests  taught     for 
1800  years,  it  is  now  found  to  be  nothing  but  a  fable 
written  by  ignorant  men  living  in  an  ignorant  supersti- 
tions affp.  and  of  no  hwtorical  value.       And  yet  upon 
this  foundation  of  a  fable  is  built  vour  whole  Ohrifitian 
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Ueligion,  for  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement  rests  upon 
this  fable  aa  its  cornerstone. 

We  further  understand  tliat  your  most  learned  »cho- 
lurs,  men  like  the  Hon.  John  Morley  and  James  An- 
thony Froude,  are  now  convinced  that  the  old  Itooka  of 
your  Hible,  instead  of  being  written  by  God  us  your 
IMJests  at  one  time  taught,  have  in  reality  been  wiit- 
t«n  by  many  different  men,  and  imtched  topetlicr  after- 
wards by  other  men  who  had  not  the  critical  know- 
ledge to  sift  the  truth  from  the  error,  but  joined  the 
mythohtgical  stories  and  the  true  stories  together  with- 
out using  any  critical  judgment.  And  this  accounts 
for  the  contradictions  in  the  book.  lMea-»e  tell  us  if 
this  is  true.  We  want  to  know  the  whole  truth  about 
this  Old  Book. 

We  also  understand  that  your  religious  teachers 
have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  writing  creeds  and 
tryin;r  to  d»'line  tliiiiirs  which  they  know  very  little 
about  and  that  a  great  deal  of  valuable  hiiie  is  wa^ited 
ill  colleges  studying  these  theolojrical  books;  which 
add  nothing  to  true  knowledge;  lor  true  knowledge  is 
based  upon  scientific  investigations,  and  these  books 
ignore  the  methods  which  science  has  laid  down  for 
arriving  at  what  is  true.  We  have  not  time  here  ii 
Japan  to  listen  to  theories,  wo  do  not  want  to  hear 
what  your  priests  think  about  those  subjects,  we  only 
want  to  lisU'n  to  what  they  know. 

My  learned  men  called  my  attention  to  some  of  the 
creeds  of  this  Church  in  the  city  of  Kdinburgh  where 
the  missionary  convention  was  held.  The  book  from 
which  they  are  taught  is  called  a  Catechism,  and  is 
taught  to  children.  We  have  gone  carefully  over  this 
book  of  creeds,  in  order  to  try  to  understand  its  teach- 
ings, and  we  find  nearly  every  definition  in  it  wrong 
The  first  question  in  it  is:  What  is  the  chief  end  of 
man  ? 
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And  the  aniw«r  given  is:  "Man's  chief  end  if    to 
glorify  God  and  enjoy  Him  forsTer." 

Now.  we  in  Japan  believe  that  man's  chief  end  is 
iluty;  duty  to  his  fellow  men;  the  duty  to  do  honestly 
every  day  his  daily  toil,  duty  also  to  himsdf,  to  im- 
firoye  his  physical  and  mental  conditions,  and  rerer- 
enco  towards  a  higher  Intelligence  above  and  beyond 
him.  The  idea  of  worship  has  sprung  from  the  old 
custom  which  the  kings  of  the  Eaet  exacted  from  their 
•ubjccts  and  their  slaves  to  bow  down  before  them  and 
salaam  to  them  with  their  face  to  the  ground.  Wor- 
>hip  comes  from  tlio  idea  of  slavory.  Ood  Hurely  can 
not  command  this  grovelling  obcsinnco.  The  Jew* 
holifved  in  bowing  down  before  their  kings,  and  from 
this  fact  came  the  idea  of  worship:  but  freeborn  men 
could  not  worship  in  this  manner.  Duty  we  put  first, 
nnd  reverence  to  a  higher  Intelligence  next.  We  be- 
lieve that  Ood  would  sooner  see  hi?  children  do  their 
duty  to  one  another  than  salaaming  like  slaves  before 
Him .  We  have  not  the  time  to  go  over  til  these  gro- 
tesque attempts  nt  creed  building,  but  would  call  your 
attention  to  the  ninth  question:  "What  is  the  work  of 
creeton?** 

Answer:  "The  work  of  creation  is  Ood  making  all 
things  of  nothing  by  the  word  of  His  power  in  the 
space  of  six  dajrs,  and  all  very  good."  There  is  not 
one  word  of  this  definition  of  creation  true.  Your 
nwn  sciontists  tell  us  that  it  took  millions  of  years  to 
form  this  world  and  thut  it  was  made  from  a  pre-exist- 
Mie  substance.  It  was  not  made  by  the  fiat  of  a  Gh)d 
in  six  days,  a<»  these  ignorant  priests  tell  ns,  but  it 
irrew'by  an  evolutionary  process.  Every  one  of  the 
107  definitions  in  this  catechism  are  like  these  two,  nnd 
vour  missionaries  ask  us  to  do  away  with  onr  own  be- 
liofs  and  tako  un  these  raw  and  undigested  creed*. 
If  your  religious  teachers  know  that  these  creeds  are 
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wrong,  and  they  cnnnot  b«  bo  ignorant  a«  not  to  know 
it,  why  arc  thoy  not  honest  enoujrh  to  admit  these  er- 
rora  and  make  new  creetlB,  oa  the  Hon.  .lohn  Morley 
truly  Bays,  by  \vhi..h  men  can  live,  a  creed  which  intelli- 
gent and  good  men  can  l)elit>ve.  You  are  Uio  head  o£ 
thiB  Church,  wlii«h  haa  its  center  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, ond  you  liavo  taken  nn  o.itli  to  uphold  this  doc- 
trine. We,  hero  ill  Japan,  would  like  to  know  if  this 
18  true.     Kingly  l-t  us  hear  from  you  ..n  this  point. 

Our  learned  men  have  abo  carefully  examined  the 
creod  of  the  ("hunh  of   Kngland,  called  the  "39  arti- 
clcB,"  and  wo  fiml  these  tcm-hings  no  bolter  than  that 
of  the  Scotch   Ciinr.h.        It  is   metaphysical   verbiage 
which  was   written  in  an  ignorant    and     super.-tit.oua 
age.  and  which  explains  nothing    to    any     intelligent 
thinker.     You  tell   iis  in  the  Xlllth  Article    that     it 
mnkofl  no  dilTerenee  how  many  good   acts  a  man  may 
do,  how  much  kindness  ho  may  have  shown   to      the 
poor,  and  how  good  a  life  ho  may  have  led.     .Ml  those 
things  do  him  nn  -.'ood :  in  lait.  this  artie!.>  savs  they  do 
him  harm,  as  they  are  in  the  nature  of  a  sin.  and  un- 
less he  is  atoned  for  bv  .Tesus  be  will  surely  go  to  boll 
Xow  as  we  poor  .Tapanow  have  only  heard  of  thi«  .losus 
lately,  we  snpj.ose  by  this  "13tb  arfclo"  that  wo  are 
all   destined   to  !"•  sent  to  hell,  and  yon   arc    sending 
vour  missionaries  to  us  to  toll  us  that  all  our  ancestors 
have  gone  to  boll.      We  will  say  -vhat  every  true  born 
.Tapanese  will  endorse,  that  if  onr  fathers^  and  mothers 
and  onr  ancestors  are  in  thia  Christian-made  hell  that 
wo  do  not  want  to  go  to  the  Christ'an  hf-avon  and  see 
all  onr  people  in  bell — ^we  will  join  them  and  be  bappv 
or  miserable  with  them. 

We  would  like  to  know  if  you  are  sworn  to  uphold 
this  "Xinth  Article**  of  your  creed.  Kindly  let  m 
know. 
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Om  of  your  bMt  wid  moit  reliable  biitonan*,  Mr 
J^ky,  »a>»  U»»t  tha  (Jhrwtiuu  ruUgiou  ..an  luaii.:  moiw 
vara  and  oauaed  more  iimoce'>w  blood  lo  be  miutl  Uw«i 
all  other  religiona  on  the  face  ol    the    earth.       Tb# 
•trugiflea  brought  about  by  what  ^ou  call  the  Athen- 
wian  CJreed  cauijed  the  destruction  oI  over  three  mil- 
liona  of  innocent  live*.     The  religiou*  wara,  caUed  the 
Cruaadea,  caujted  tlie  deatruction  of  four  inilUon  r.ioro 
of  poor,  deluded  men,   women    and    children.       Ihe 
"Thirty  Years  War"  in  Germany  caused  the  murder  oi 
many  millions  more  and  Icit  the  country  a  desart  and 
creuied  a  bitt«r  feeling  which  has  not  yet  been  allay- 
ed.    The  maaaacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  and  the  mur- 
dera  of  the  Albigenaea  in  the  south  of  France  many 
miUions  more.     In  fact,  European  history  is  nothing 
else  but  a  description  of  "Keligioua  Wara"  and  butch- 
eries and  murders,  so  says  Ucky,  and  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  him. 

Will  you  kindly  tell  ua  if  your  historians,  Buckla 
and  Lecky,  are  telling  the  truth.  For  if  they  are, 
please  do  not  send  these  missionaries  to  teach  us  about 
this  terrible  Christian  religion  of  blood  and  thunder. 
We  hare  trouble  enough  here  without  bringing  auoh  a 
scourge  as  this  upon  ua.  Kindly  reply  to  these  quee- 
tiona  aa  fully  as  poaaible,  for  we  are  anxioua  to  kaam 
the  truth. 


From  your  sincere  friend  and  brother, 

THE  MIKADO. 


